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Editorial... 


The time for action is now 

NEXT MONTH’S European election could 
potentially change the British political landscape 
for many years. If the BNP makes a significant 
breakthrough then it will emerge as Britain’s 
fourth political party. Other parties have done 
well in European elections, such as the UK 
Independence Party, but none have been able to 
sustain their success. 

The BNP is likely to be different. Unlike UKIP, 
it has a domestic agenda, local branches and a 
more coherent political ideology than mere 
opposition to the EU. A significant political 
breakthrough will give the BNP huge resources, 
allowing it to open offices, employ full-time 
organisers and intervene in every political 
dispute. It will give the BNP a respectability 
that it craves, especially in the eyes of the media, 
who will treat it as just another political party. 
Perhaps more worryingly, the BNP will be able to 
spread its poisonous hate in a greater number of 
communities -— the result of which we 
experienced only too vividly in Oldham in 2001. 

These are just some of the reasons why we 
must do everything in our power to prevent the 
BNP from winning next month. With the 
economy sliding deeper into recession, respect 
for politicians at an all-time low and a general 
lack of interest in Europe, many voters and even 
activists will be tempted to sit out these 
elections. We must convince them otherwise. 
We must remind them that the BNP is the same 
old racist and fascist party it always was. 

Our fight has never been easy. This month we 
remember the murder of Kelso Cochrane, who 
was murdered by racists in west London in 1959, 
Blair Peach, who died at the hands of police 
in Southall in 1979, and the death of our one- 
time editor and co-founder Maurice Ludmer. 
And today we are facing a new challenge. 

To meet the BNP threat we have the HOPE 
not hate campaign. It is dynamic and innovative. 
It combines the latest technology with more 
traditional and creative community organising. 
But to be successful it requires everyone to play 
their part. Please get involved in the campaign 
and let’s not wake up on 5 June thinking there 
was something else we could have done to defeat 


the fascist BNP. <a 


Nak Loos 


Nick Lowles 
nick@stopthebnp.org.uk 
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Italian rally proves 
BNP fascist credentials 


Nick Lowles 
and Sonia Gable 


he British National Party 

revealed its true political views in 

early April when its deputy 

leader, Simon Darby, attended a 
fascist conference in Italy. 

Quite why a party that is attempting 
to appear more moderate, and in 
particular a man who believes he has a 
possibility of becoming an MEP 
precisely because of his lack of personal 
political baggage, would want to be 
pictured alongside open and proud 
fascists is unclear. But they did and it 
spoke volumes. 

Indeed, as Darby arrived at the venue 
he was greeted with fascist salutes. 

Darby attended the rally, which was 
titled: “Our Europe; Peoples and 
Traditions Against Banks and Big 
Powers”, a change from the original, 
“Our Europe; Peoples and Traditions 
Against Banks and Usury”. The term 
“usury” is traditionally used by 
Nazis against Jews and the title may 
have been altered to avoid accusations 
of antisemitism. 

It had been booked at a major 
conference centre in Milan, but 
widespread protests from MEPs and 
Italian partisan veterans, as well as a 
20,000-strong petition, forced its move 
to a private hotel. 

The meeting was organised by Forza 
Nuova, whose leader Roberto Fiore 
was convicted in Italy in 1985 
for “subversive association” for his 
involvement in the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei. Two members of 
that organisation were convicted for 
the Bologna railway station bombing 
in August 1980 which killed 85 people, 
including two British tourists, 
Catherine Mitchell and John 
Kolpinski, and left over 200 wounded. 
It was the biggest postwar terrorist 
attack in Europe. 


Twenty-nine years on, Fiore still 
openly describes himself as a fascist. 

Fiore was also one of the founders of 
the extremely violent Hammerskins 
skinhead movement, part of the nazi 
music and football hooligan gangs. 
They have strong links with one of 
the most vicious fascist football 
hooligan gangs in Europe, the Roma 
Ultras, who recently attacked English 
football fans, stabbing one. Their most 
infamous episode was when they 
unfurled a banner down one side of 
their home stadium with the words 
“Jews to Auschwitz”. 

On the platform with Darby was 
Bruno Gollnisch. An MEP for the 
French National Front, Gollnisch was 
given a three-month suspended prison 
sentence in January 2007 for denying 
the Holocaust. 

Searchlight learnt about this meeting 
and tipped off the media, who were able 
to cover the event. 

More revealing still was how Darby 
reacted to his presence at a fascist 
rally being exposed. He abused his 
critics and then dismissed the charges as 
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“smears”. However, writing on his blog, 
he revealed all. 

“If the peoples of Europe are to 
get out of this mess it must be made 
crystal clear that no one nation is 
going to save itself totally on its own. 
Greater co-operation between European 
Nationalists groups is called for and 
that is exactly what is going to happen.” 

As this special campaign edition of 
Searchlight clearly demonstrates, this 
“co-operation” is with some of Europe’s 
most hardline fascist and racist groups. 

In October Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, addressed an open-air rally of the 


’ Hungarian hardline fascist Jobbik party 


and its private army heavy mob, the 
Hungarian Guard, in Budapest. Griffin 
has been flirting with the Hungarian 
fascists since May when he met the 


Jobbik representatives Bela Kovacs and 
Zoltan Fuzessy in London. 

Jobbik, also known as the Movement 
for a Better Hungary, is strongly anti- 
Jewish. Although the BNP has courted 
the Jewish community and denies it is 
antisemitic, Darby said recently on a 
radio broadcast that BNP MEPs would 
welcome cooperation with Jobbik. 

A few days after his return from 
Hungary Griffin was cementing his 
relationship with the tiny anti- 
immigration, anti-Muslim and 
anti-Romani Czech National Party 
(NS) by addressing its rally to celebrate 
Czech independence. Griffin's trip, 
accompanied by several BNP activists, 
followed the visit by the NS leader, 
Petra Edelmannova, to the BNP’s Red 
White and Blue festival last August. 

That Darby has now joined Griffin in 
linking up with these far-right 
extremists in Europe shows that the 
BNP is still an out-and-out fascist and 
antisemitic party, despite the fine words 
and smart suits of its leaders. 

It is our duty to tell this to voters 
everywhere. 


Nazi salutes 
greet Simon 
Darby and 
other speakers 
arriving at the 
conference 


Conference 
speakers (I to r): 
Bruno 
Gollnisch, 
Roberto Fiore, 
Stratos 
Karanicolaou 
and 

Simon Darby 


NICK GRIFFIN 
same old racist 


Investigation 


Nick Griffin's: 


Nick Griffin, the BNP chairman, is full of 
bloated self-importance, pompously 
posturing in front of his followers as some kin¢ 


European far-right parties has highlighted the fact 
that the “respectable” far right realises it would be 
the kiss of death to be associated with’ 


iw 


National 

Democratic Party 
The BNP aligns itself with 
the nazi National 
Democratic Party (NPD) 
whose chairman, Udo Voigt, 


praises Hitler as a “great 
statesman” Griffin has 


parties is Chris Beverley, the 
Leeds BNP councillor and 
European election 
candidate in Yorkshire and 
the Humber. The BNP boasts 
about these links claiming 
that he writes a “regular” 
bimonthly column for the 


ircle 


im and the 
BNP. Viewed from the European angle, the BNP 
remains firmly rooted in the worst extremist 
traditions of interwar fascism. Not surprisingly, 
Griffin has been reduced to glad-handing the 

detritus of the European far right. 


The parties with which he has aligned himself speak 
volumes about the real politics of the “new” BNP 


NPD's newspaper Deutsche 
Stimme. In fact, Beverley has 
only ever written two 
columns for the paper, 
unless he is responsible for 
producing more extreme 
articles anonymously? &)¢ 
The NPD will not be 
standing in the European 
election but will back 


spoken at a number of NPD 
events and has met leading 
nazi figures including its 
former lawyer, the convicted 
terrorist Horst Mahler, who 
stated that the terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade 
Centre on 11 September 
2001 were “justified” 


5 : . eae The BNP has nothing but candidates fielded by the 
and his own ideological position hat, for a Be) praise for theta ue paler jaeeincemi tie 
smooth words and fancy posing, remains the same A link between the two People’s Union U). 


Atlantida 


as it ever was. 


campaign. The event was a fiasco, with Griffin 
recklessly endangering his star guest to grab 
media headlines. 

Griffin's attention has now turned to Bruno 
Gollnisch, Le Pen's deputy, who is challenging 
Le Pen’s daughter for leadership of the FN, 
which is not a popular move. Gollnisch, 
another convicted Holocaust denier, recently 
attended an Italian fascist meeting in Milan 
with Simon Darby, deputy leader of the BNP 
where the speakers were greeted by 
supporters giving Nazi salutes. 


Front National 


The BNP admires the National Front (FN) and 
has modelled much of its own modernisation 
on the French fascist party. Its leader, Jean 
Marie Le Pen, served in Algeria in the 1950s 
and has been accused of torturing prisoners 
there. He is a convicted Holocaust denier, 
fined for stating that the Holocaust was “just a 
detail in the history of the Second World War" 
and fined again for assaulting a female 
candidate from a rival party during an 
election campaign. 

Relations between Le Pen and Griffin appear 
to have cooled since Griffin's chronic 
mishandling of a press conference in 
Manchester attended by Le Pen, intended to 
promote the BNP’s 2004 European election 


to return to Italy in 1999 after his sentence 
“timed out" 

Fiore is currently an MEP as a result of the 
fascist Forza Nuova party, which he leads, 
becoming part of a three-party coalition led 
by Alessandra Mussolini, granddaughter of 
l[Duce. When she stepped down as an MEP to 
take up a post in the Italian government, Fiore 
took her place in the European Parliament. 
Fiore is an unashamed extremist. “| have 

no difficulty in saying that | have sympathy 
for certain aspects of fascism,’he recently 

told journalists. 


Forza Nuova 


The BNP's main link is with Roberto Fiore, a 
political mentor, financial supporter and close 
friend of Griffin since 1980, when Fiore fled to 
Britain in the wake of the fascist Bologna 
bombing which killed 85 people, including 
two British tourists. Fiore was convicted in 
Italy in absentia in 1985 as a result of his 
involvement in the terrorist Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei, whose members had 
taken part in the Bologna terrorist outrage. 
His nine-year prison sentence was reduced to 
five-and-a-half years on appeal. He was able 
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bombing 
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| SWEDEN 


National Democrats 


Neither national nor 
democratic, the National 
Democrats are led by Marc 
Abramsson with whom 
Griffin has forged a close 
relationship. Abramsson and 
his party's “thinker” Vavra Suk, 
regularly attend the BNP’s 
Red, White and Blue summer 
festival. Abramsson also led 
the so-called Action Group 
(AKG), which provides 
security for Swedish fascist 
meetings and visiting fascists 
such as Griffin. This heavy 
mob is largely composed of 
members of the nazi Blood 


and Honour network. 
Abramsson was arrested 
and sentenced to 18 months 
in prison for assault and 
rioting after he and a fascist 
mob attacked a Gay Pride 
festival in Stockholm in 2003, 
hurling bottles and attacking 
participants. At the time of 
his conviction, Abramsson 
was a candidate for the 

D in the 2004 European 
ection. He became 
hairman of the ND after his 
edecessor was sent to 
ison for 16 months for 

ally assaulting his 
common law wife. 


| EUROPEAN NATIONAL FRONT 


BNP councillor Chris 
Beverley is the link with the 
European National Front 
(ENF). He addressed a 
meeting in Reisa, Germany, in 
February 2007 organised by 
the nazi skinhead leader Jens 
Puhse, who recently escaped 
(eo)a iat (olancolm e)cere|U(ellarenr-lare| 
distributing racist CDs. 
Beverley was photographed 
ona platform proclaiming 
“The Voice of Germany’. 

TW relicntarelmcnlemanl(elaiaarele 
have been too clever, the ENF 


fascists removed the photos 
from the internet. 

The ENF is a pan-European 
umbrella initiative that seeks 
iconUlalicewomalelanlelcime)i 
iavelae|iiareu-larem-lalusciaaliace 
nazi and fascist 
organisations including La 
Falange (Spain), Noua 
Dreapta (Romania), Forza 
Nuova (Italy), National 

INT feYaia(om (mte)| lave) Ma Nel celis1.<) 
Férbundet (Sweden) and 
the defunct Renouveau 
Francaise (France). 


BELGIUM 


Flemish Interest 


The BNP is keen to praise Flemish Interest 
(Vlaams Belang). However, the VB, which 
took over from the Vlaams Blok after it 
was banned because of its racism, steers 
clear of any open contact with the BNP. 
Griffin's most recent public contact with 
the VB was in December 2006 when he 
travelled to Belgium to attend the “Euro- 
Rus Congress’, a pan-European event 
organised by Kris Romain, a VB member. 
Also there was Griffin's old hardline nazi 
friend David Duke, the former Ku Klux 
Klan leader, and a motley assortment of 
French and Russian fascists. 

The VB officially is keen to distance itself 
from characters such as Duke. Griffin has 
no such scruples. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


National Party 


Griffin visited the tiny National Party 
(Narodnf Strana) led by Petra 
Edelmannova in November 2008. 

She had attended the BNP's Red, White 
and Blue festival in August that year. 
Edelmannova is an avid racist. In April 2007 
she demanded a‘Final solution to the 
Gypsy question’, echoing the Nazis"Final 
Solution’ of the lewish Question” In 
October 2006 she was arrested following a 
demonstration in Prague's Wenceslas 
Square under a banner reading “Let's 


onl 
ick Griffin 
ts Petra 
Edelmmannova 


incinerate Muslim hatred” She had handed 
out leaflets illustrated with caricatures of 
Muslim figures and the caption “Let's Burn 
Hatred” Like its Hungarian counterpart, the 
NS formed its own paramilitary strong-arm 
squad in 2007. 
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HUNGARY 


Griffin visited Budapest in October 2008 
where he addressed a meeting of the 
Hungarian fascist party Jobbik 
(Movement for a Better Hungary) 
alongside the Italian fascist terrorist 
Roberto Fiore. Jobbik, which is led by 
Gabor Vona, has a uniformed paramilitary 
wing, the Hungarian Guard, which is 
reminiscent of Hitler's Brownshirt thugs. 
Jobbik believes that “Gypsy criminality is 

™ the Zionists’ biological weapon’, as Jozsef 
Tibor Biber, vice-president of Jobbik, said 
on 13 April 2008. Jobbik has a 

4 representative in Britain, Zoltan Fuzessy, 

who lives in Gravesend, Kent, and has 
addressed the BNP’s Greenwich branch. 
Fuzessy ran an anti-Jewish hate website 
until he was exposed. 


Freedom Party 


Griffin has eagerly courted the Austrian Freedom Party (FPO) but 
his links revolve around one man, Andreas Mdlzer (pictured), 
who edits his own newspaper Zur Zeit, which has praised Griffin. 
It also features racist and antisemitic articles including some that 
question the historical reality of the Holocaust. 

Mélzer, an MEP since 2004, who was briefly expelled from the 
party during a nasty internal dispute, met Griffin in Britain in 
2008 but has succeeded i in alienating many in the pan-German 


76s May 2009 | —aSeaichigh 


ae 
a, 


aan BNP candidates 


Sonia Gable, Simon Cressy and David Williams 


Nick Griffin became leader of the BNP in 
1999 after challenging the party’s nazi 
founder John Tyndall to a leadership 
contest. Despite his attempts to present 
himself as a modern respectable politician 
he has been a hardline fascist for 30 years. 

Griffin, 50, started his political career in 
the National Front, joining the violent 
fascist party while a law student at 
Cambridge University. During the 1980s 
he developed a close political relationship 
with Roberto Fiore, a convicted Italian 
terrorist, who was living in the UK on the 
run from justice. Fiore was involved with 
the Armed Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), 
members of which took part in the 
bombing of Bologna railway station in 
1980, killing 85 people including two 
young British travellers. 

After a split in the NF in 1986 Griffin 
emerged as leader of a small core of trained 
political activists, which he called the 
“political soldiers”. 

Griffin finally joined the BNP in 1995. 
He also became editor of The Rune, an 
antisemitic quarterly produced by Croydon 
BNP. It was his statements denying the 
Holocaust in The Rune that led to his 
conviction in 1998 of distributing material 
likely to incite racial hatred. He was given a 
nine-month prison sentence suspended for 
two years. 

During the trial Griffin made his 
notorious statement: “I am well aware that 
the orthodox opinion is that six million 
Jews were gassed and cremated and turned 
into lampshades. Orthodox opinion also 
once held that the Earth was flat ... I have 
reached the conclusion that the 
‘extermination tale is a mixture of Allied 
wartime propaganda, extremely profitable 
lie, and latter witch-hysteria.” 

Griffin remains a Holocaust denier. 
Interviewed in 2006 when the EU was 
considering outlawing Holocaust denial 
across all member states, Griffin said 
he believed that the Holocaust had 
happened because EU law told him it 
had happened — hardly a convincing proof 
that he had changed his mind. 

Griffin has always had links with US 
extremists In 2006 he spoke at a conference 
organised by American Renaissance, a 
pseudo-scientific racist magazine, where he 
shared the podium with antisemites and 
Holocaust deniers. The audience was full of 
white supremacists including David Duke, a 
former Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan. 


In October 2007 Griffin undertook an 
anti-Islam speaking tour of three US 
universities. The trip was organised and 
financed by Preston Wiginton, who also 
appealed for donations for Griffin on the 
Stormfront Nazi web forum. Wiginton is 
connected with international racist and Nazi 
skinhead organisations, including Russian 
fascist organisations responsible for several 
racist murders. That did not stop Griffin 
giving a wholehearted written endorsement 
for Wiginton’s role in planning a major 
march and rally in Moscow. 

More recently Griffin has been courting 
the European far right. In April 2008 
Griffin attended a secret meeting in London 
with three leading European extremist 
politicians. One was Bruno Gollnisch, a 
French MEP who in January 2007 received 
a three-month suspended prison 
sentence and fined him €5,000 for 
denying the Holocaust. 

Griffin addressed an 
open-air rally of the 
Hungarian fascist Jobbik 
party and its private 
army heavy mob, the 
Hungarian Guard, in 
Budapest in October 
2008. A few days later 
he was off to Prague to 
address a rally of the 
racist Czech National 


Party (NS). 


Like Griffin, Martin 
Wingfield started political life 
in the violent National Front. 
On his blog in April 2009, 
Wingfield, 58, claimed that 
Ted Budden, a former member 
of Oswald Mosley’s British 
Union of Fascists, was his 
“political mentor”. Budden was 
noted for his racist diatribes. 
In 1985 Wingfield was fined 
£1,000 and £500 costs for 
distributing an election address 
likely to stir up racial hated. 
He refused to pay the fine and 
was jailed for 90 days. In 1986 
he became chairman of the NF, 
a position he held until 1989. 
He and_ Griffin’ were 
on opposing sides during 
factional disputes in the NF. 
Wingfield later joined the 
National Democrats and 
spent several years in France. 
On his return to Britain he 
made up his relationship with 
Griffin, joined the BNP 
and became editor of the 
BNP’s Voice of Freedom 


newspaper. 
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Simon Darby 


Simon Darby, deputy leader of the 
BNP, heads the party’s list in the West 
Midlands, where he could get elected 
with 11.5% of the regional vote. This is 
the region where the BNP has its largest 
number of local councillors, with 16, 
including nine in Stoke-on-Trent. It is 
also where the BNP came closest to 
getting an MEP elected in 2004. 

Until recently Darby had a 
reputation, rare in the BNP, as a 
“Mr Clean”, but that image was wiped 
away when he was roped into helping 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, build 
the party’s links with European fascists. 

Darby addressed an _ international 
fascist rally in Milan on 5 April 
alongside an Italian fascist MEP 
convicted of a terrorism offence and a 
convicted French Holocaust denier. 
The picture of him and other speakers 
being greeted by supporters giving Nazi 
salutes was splashed all over the media. 

Darby, 44, joined the far-right 
National Front in 1989 after leaving 
Brighton University with a degree in 
biology and chemistry and rose to 
become a leading member. When it 
split he followed the faction that 
changed its name to the National 


Democrats in an attempt to kid people 
it was not the same racist organisation. 


Darby stood for the National 
Democrats in the 1997 general election 
in Dudley North, polling less than 1%. 
A year later he joined the BNP. 

A steadfast Griffin loyalist, Darby’s 
party career progressed quickly after 
Griffin's election as party chairman in 
1999. He was appointed director of 
information technology and charged 
with developing the party’s electronic 
communications. 


In January 2001 the BNP announced 
Darby’s appointment as West Midlands 
organiser. In May 2003 he was elected 
to Dudley council as one of the BNP’s 
earliest batch of councillors, only to lose 
his seat a year later. 

Darby officially became deputy BNP 
leader in 2006, although Griffin had 
announced in 2005 that if he were 
convicted on race hate charges in the 
trials he faced that year, Darby would 
have taken over as leader. In 2007 Darby 
added BNP press officer to his 
workload and since May 2008 he has 
been employed by the Greater London 
Authority as a part-time personal 
assistant to the BNP’s London 
Assembly member Richard Barnbrook, 
despite living in Wales. Last month the 
BNP announced that Darby would step 
down from his role as West Midlands 
organiser on 5 June. 

Darby has generally been careful not 
to make antisemitic statements. 
However, in February 2009 he publicly 
endorsed the Holocaust denial 
statements for which Griffin was 
convicted in 1998. Writing on his blog, 
Darby said: “Nick received a suspended 
sentence for telling the truth”. 


Robert West, the BNP’s pretend 
reverend, heads the BNP’s list in the 
East Midlands, where the party needs 
around 13% to elect an MEP. It’s a tall 
order, but the party has achieved some 
good results in local elections in the 
region and has six councillors. 

West claims to be an “ordained elder” 
of the Apostolic Church though the 
organisation disavows any knowledge of 
him, stating that he is unknown to 
them. He is a racist who regards a 
multiracial society as “a transgression of 
God's will”. 

A former Conservative representative 
on South Holland District Council, 
West was suspended from the 
Conservative Party in March 2006 
after addressing a BNP meeting in 
Huddersfield. He defected to the BNP 
shortly afterwards and lost his council 
seat the following year. 

West runs the BNP front group the 
Christian Council of Britain. The CCB 
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first came to prominence in 2006 as 
part of a ploy by the BNP to hijack 
Christian images and messages for its 
campaign against Islam. Its name was a 
deliberate imitation of the Muslim 
Council of Britain. 

The CCB claims biblical justification 
for its view that a woman’s place is in the 
home, stating that “women must not 
intrude themselves into the male 
headship role or into roles fitted to the 
male mind and physique”. It also 
purports to underpin the BNP’s racism, 
emphasising the “godly importance of 
race and nation” and the need to pass 
on “common genetically inherited 
(physical, intellectual and character) 
features, together with cultures, mores, 
relationships, loyalties, memories, and 
identities in common; and ultimately - 
by the will of God — national homelands, 
where an ongoing connection between 
land and people has developed, and can 
be encouraged and preserved”. 


After this gobbledegook it will come 
as no surprise that the CCB is also 


deeply homophobic, attacking the 
“effeminate” and “sodomites”. 

More recently the CCB has faded 
into the background and its website is 
defunct. However, it continues to play a 
role as a vehicle for West and enables 
the BNP to claim a religious veneer for 


" its activities in the face of widespread 


condemnation from Christian leaders. 
West regularly conducts a Sunday 
service at the BNP’s annual Red, White 
and Blue festival. 


Andrew Brons 


If the BNP wanted to distance itself from 
nazism, the last person it should have 
chosen as a candidate is Andrew Brons. 
A man with a long nazi pedigree, Brons 
will get elected to Europe if the BNP polls 
11.5% in Yorkshire and The Humber, a 
region that has long been a target for the 
party. Perhaps Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, hopes that Brons’s background will 
be conducive to forming good 
relationships with the various fascists and 
Holocaust deniers he has been courting. 

Brons, 61, started his nazi career in 
the National Socialist Movement, an 
organisation that was deliberately 
founded on Hitler’s birthday by Colin 
Jordan, the British nazi leader who died 
in April aged 85. NSM members were 
responsible for an arson campaign 
against Jewish property and synagogues 
in the 1960s. 

Brons appears to have approved. In a 
letter to Jordan’s wife, Brons reported 
meeting an NSM member who 
“mentioned such activities as bombing 
synagogues”. He declared: “On This 
subject I have a dual view, in that I 
realise that he is well intentioned, I feel 
that our public image may suffer 
considerable damage as a result of these 
activities. I am however open to 
correction on this point.” 


The BNP’s Rotherham 
organiser, Marlene 
Guest appeared on the 
infamous Sky TV BNP 
Wives documentary, 


He also sent Mrs Jordan money to 
buy a swastika badge and other Nazi 
material, explaining he was about the 


undertake a “crash programme” of 
publicity for the NSM in Yorkshire by 
deluging areas with Nazi stickers, 
posters and slogans. 

Brons was a prominent member of the 
National Front, notorious for its extreme 
racism and violence, from its early days 
and was voted onto its national 
directorate in 1974. Later as the NF’s 
education officer he hosted seminars on 
racial nationalism and tried to give its 
racism a more “scientific” basis. 

After the departure of John 
Tyndall from the NF in March 
1980 Brons was promoted to NF 
chairman. One of his allies 
during this period was Richard 
Verrall, the author of Did Six 
Million Really Die?, with whom 
he edited the NF journal 


Andrew Brons (left) in the 1970s 
campaigning with the National Front 
and BNP leader Nick Griffin 


Nick Cass 


FOR 
(TES 


Nick Cass and his wife and three 
children are the face of today’s BNP, 
literally. They are the wholesome 
white family that appears in several 
BNP leaflets alongside the slogan, 


New Nation. In 1982 Brons led an NF 
march through Northfield on which 
marchers chanted: “we've got to get rid 
of the blacks”. 

In June 1984 Brons was convicted of 
behaviour likely to cause a breach of the 
peace following his arrest in Leeds while 
selling papers in a shopping centre. 
He and another NF member were heard 
shouting slogans such as “Death to 
Jews”, “White Power” and “National 
Front”. When approached by PC John 
Raj, Brons stated: “inferior beings like 
yourself probably do not understand the 
principle of free speech”. 

Brons resigned as NF chairman in 
1984 and later faded from public view. 
He has been a BNP member for around 
four years. 


EFeND DEFEND DEFEND DEFEND Dezel 
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screened in January 
2008, in which she claimed the number of deaths in 
the Holocaust had been exaggerated and that Jews 
were putting Germany on a guilt trip. 

Asked on the programme if any good had 
come out of the Holocaust, she said: “Well, 
apparently, didn’t they get a lot of dentistry and 
plastic surgery”, referring to the Nazis’ barbaric 
“medical experiments”. 

She also appeared in Escape from Doncatraz, a 
documentary on immigration made in 2008, in 
which she claimed Britain could actually sink if it 
allowed any more immigrants onto the island. 

With such views, it is perhaps not surprising to 
hear that she threatened to “set my thugs on you” 
if the programme maker did not give her a 
positive portrayal. 


“People like you voting BNP”. 

In the picture he wears a dark 
jacket. It hides the prominent “tree 
of life” tattoo on his right arm, between shoulder and elbow. 

This symbol, also known as the life rune, is a favourite among nazi 
groups worldwide, several of which have adopted it as their logo. 
Under Hitler it was the symbol of the SS Lebensborn project, which 
encouraged SS troopers to have children out of wedlock with 
“Aryan” mothers and kidnapped children of Aryan appearance from 
the countries of occupied Europe to raise as Germans. To white 
supremacists today the tree of life signifies the future of the “white race”. 

The tattoo was pictured in Sky TV’s BNP Wives documentary. 

The same programme revealed that he had instructed his wife, Suzy, to 
insist on a white European midwife when giving birth to their children, 
which reveals his attitude to women as well as his racism. 

Cass, 35, has at various times fallen out with BNP colleagues and is a 
former holder of several party positions. 
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Robert Bailey 


Robert Bailey heads the BNP list in 
London, where he needs 8.5% of the 
vote to get elected. This is over 3% more 
than the BNP polled in the London 
Assembly election a year ago, into 
which the BNP poured campaigning 
resources to get Richard Barnbrook 
elected. However in a low turnout 
European election, there is a risk of 
Bailey being sent to Europe, a result 
that would anger Barnbrook, who 
would cede his position as the most 
important BNP elected represented in 
London. 

Bailey, 43, is the London BNP 
organiser, a role he assumed in May 
2008 after Nick Eriksen was forced to 
resign from the role and the party 
because of publicity over his statements 
claiming that women enjoyed rape. 
He is also the BNP group leader on 
Barking and Dagenham council where 
the 12 BNP councillors elected in 2006 
form the opposition. 

Before getting elected to Barking and 
Dagenham council he had to qualify to 


Chris Forster has done the rounds. 
A National Front supporter in the 
1970s, he was also the treasurer of the 
far-right Conservative Monday Club 
and a member of the UK Independence 
Party from 2000 to 2004. After that he 
joined the BNP, where he is the 
Richmond organiser. 

Forster is also a fairly well known psy- 
chic, specialising in tarot cards, crystal 
ball readings, psychometry, clairvoyance 
and mediumship. He claims to be “the 
only qualified Internal Auditor and 
Accountant working full time as a psy- 
chic”. It is not known whether he used 
his accountancy or his psychic skills in 
helping the BNP councillors in Barking 
and Dagenham compile their opposi- 

a ; tion council budget 
earlier this year. 

Despite the 
BNP’s_ condemna- 
tion of “mixed race” 
relationships, 
Forster, 52, is mar- 
ried to a Chinese 
woman. They have 
one child. 
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stand, which he did by putting himself 
on the electoral shortly before close of 
nominations at an address that turned 
out to be a derelict flat above a run- 
down parade of shops. Neither he nor 
Barnbrook, who also used that address, 
were living there. 

According to the BNP Bailey joined 
the party in 1998 after 14 years in the 
Royal Marines, in which he served in “a 
number of conflict zones”. He now 
works “in security”. 

He has a very short fuse. In April 
2008 he issued a grovelling apology 
after he had launched a foul-mouthed 
verbal assault on the news editor of the 
Recorder group of newspapers in east 
London, calling her a Nazi. After a 
phone call, peppered with four-letter 
words in which Bailey called Sally 
Lowe a “jobsworth”, he turned up at the 
Recorder's offices in Ilford with a group 
of party colleagues. After spending 
20 minutes shouting incomprehensibly 
through a megaphone, they were moved 
on by the police. 


BIVITEY Myo) olla 


The sole BNP 
councillor in 
Redbridge, east 
iomydrosnw 
Julian Leppert 
decided he 
could best help 
his ward, 
Hainault, be “a 
corner of 
Redbridge that 
would remain 
forever England”, by decamping to 
Loughton. Always the racist, he 
opposed a residents’ campaign to keep 
open Seven Kings swimming pool in 
Redbridge claiming that Seven Kings is 
like the Third World. He also described 
Lawrence Rustem, a BNP councillor in 
neighbouring Barking and Dagenham 
whose father was Turkish, as “OK” 
because he was “only half wog”. 

In January 2007 Leppert, 42, attended 
a New Right meeting addressed by Lady 
Michele Renouf, the close confidante of 
David Irving, the Holocaust denying 
writer, who is banned from addressing 
BNP meetings. 


AE TES i i 


Chris Carter, editor of the Recorder 
newspapers, commented: “I cannot 
ignore the fact Robert Bailey is 
supposed to be an elected member 
of the council, and yet when he doesn't 
get things his own way he behaves like 
a yob”. 

In June that year Bailey threatened 
the principal of Barking College with 
“problems” from BNP members if the 
college continued hosting anti-racism 
events. After ordering Ted Parker to 
stop the events, he told him, “you have 
been warned”. 


John Clarke, 41, came to attention 
in 2006 when he stood for the 
BNP in the May council elections 
in the London Borough of Merton. 
The London Evening Standard revealed 
that and another BNP candidate had 
claimed to live in a two-bedroom flat in 
Morden with one other man. In fact 
they lived on the New Addington 
estate, in Croydon and were not on the 
Merton electoral register. 

A BNP spokesman insisted both men 
did live in Morden, even though they 
were not on the register. Asked how 
three men and their families could fit 
into a two-bedroom maisonette, he 
replied: “People live in all manner of 
ways these days.” 


East of England 


Topping the BNP list in the East of 
England, where the BNP could get 
elected with 10%, is Eddy Butler. 
A veteran political activist, Butler is 
currently the BNP’s national organiser, 
national elections officer and eastern 
regional organiser. 

In 1992, in east London, Butler and a 
team of thugs laid into a group of anti- 
fascists with hammers, heavy spanners 
and other weapons. 

Also on the BNP list in the East of 
England is David Lucas, who hit the 
headlines in 2006 when it was widely 
reported that he had been exporting 
gallows for executions to Robert 
Mugabe's regime in Zimbabwe. It later 
transpired that Lucas had invented 
the story because he liked talking to the 
media about capital punishment. 


Adam Champneys, ninth on the list, is a 
notable financial donor to the BNP. 
The party’s returns to the Electoral 
Commission show he made five 
donations from 2003 to 2007 
amounting to 417,720. A former 
member of the UK Independence 
Party, he farms in Kent and in 2008 
hosted a meeting of the BNP’s 
fundraising Trafalgar Club at his home. 

Lynne Mozar came to attention when 
she appeared on the Sky TV 
documentary BNP Wives in 2008, 
where she admitted that she “in private 
sometimes” referred to black people as 
niggers. She also talked about “Pakis”, 
adding “that’s a legal term for them’. 
The programme showed her shouting 
“fat slag” at a passerby who questioned 
the BNP view while Mozar was 
manning a stall to oppose the building 
of a mosque in Fareham. 

Another South 
East candidate is 
Brian Horne (pic- 
tured), _ originally 
listed on the BNP 
website as Brian 
Crothers, the name 
under which he 
appears on the elec- 
toral register. Although the BNP needs 
only 7.5% to succeed in the South East, 
it is one of the party’s weakest regions. 


Eddy Butler (left) discusses election tactics with BNP London Assembly member 
Richard Barnbrook (centre) and party leader Nick Griffin 


Heading the list is Jeremy 
Wotherspoon, 67, another former 
leading member of the National Front. 
Another candidate is Barry Bennett, 
one of several BNP activists who like 
posting on nazi websites. Bennett, who 
claims to be half Jewish “from ancestry 
not religion’, wrote on the international 
nazi forum Stormfront: “i hate 
multiculturalism, zog, etc and consider 
myself white, and a pagan, and support 
the white race just like many other 
mischlinge who supported the third 
reich”. (ZOG is a nazi term meaning the 
“Zionist Occupation Government”.) 
On another occasion Bennett wrote: “I 
believe in National Socialism, WW2 
style, it was best, no other power had 
anything like it. The ideology was 
fantastic. The culture, nothing like it. Ifit 
was here now, id defect to Germany.” 


Adam Walker heads the BNP’s three 
candidates in the North East, where he 
would need an out-of-reach 17% to get 
elected. Walker, who is president of the 
BNP’s pretend trade union Solidarity, 
resigned from his job as a technology 
teacher after being suspended for using 
a school computer to view extreme- 
right websites. 

Peter Mailer, a former member of Sir 
James Goldsmith’s Referendum Party, 
has been arrested twice on suspicion of 
committing racially aggravated public 
order offences, following complaints 
about newspaper clippings, political 
cartoons and other items displayed in his 
pub in Warkworth, Northumberland. 

Ken Booth, a former National Front 
member, distinguished himself in 
2007 when he compared Auschwitz 
to Disneyland. Objecting to an 


educational trip by schoolchildren to 
the Nazi death camp, he said the BNP 
did not deny the Holocaust but refused 
to believe the “official figures” and did 
not recognise the “authenticity” of the 
buildings at Auschwitz. 


Ennys Hughes is the only woman to 
head a BNP candidates’ list in this 
election, in which the party would need 
16% to win a seat in Wales. Although 
Nick Griffin has said he prefers white 
males to represent the party, he favours 
picking a few women candidates to 
“soften our party’s rough image”. 
Hughes is currently a councillor on 
Cefn Community Council, to which 
she was coopted not elected. 

Another community councillor on 
the list is Kevin Edwards. Controversy 
surrounded Edwards when he claimed 
falsely on election leaflets that soldiers 
in Birmingham hospitals were told to 
remove their uniforms so as not to upset 
Muslim staff, and that homosexuality 
was being “taught” in Welsh schools to 
children as young as four. 


The BNP would 
need 11.5% to get 
its lead candidate 
Gary Raikes, the 
party's Scotland 
organiser, elected in 
its poorest region. 
Another candidate 
is Roy Jones, 
(pictured) whose main claim to fame is 
his attempt to harass Alex Salmond, 
Scotland’s First Minister, at the 60th 
anniversary celebration of the Huntly 
Pipe Band in August 2008. 
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By Gerry Gable 


THERE'S A LOT TO RAGE at in 
Luton at the moment — the financial 
crisis is biting and the local football 
team has been relegated from the 
Football League after 30 points were 
docked for financial infringements. 
So when an opportunity came to show 
displeasure at authority: for allowing 
eight Islamist extremists to hurl 
abuse at the Royal Anglian Regiment 
in March, a 200-strong mob duly 
turned out in the town centre on 
Easter Monday. 

It was soon clear that this was not an 
exclusively far-right rally. Most came 
from various football tribes, the 
majority Luton Town fans who couldn't 
be bothered to watch the home game 
down the road. The target of their wrath 
wasn't easy to make out. A few days 
earlier, a Borough Council committee 
had refused permission to Paul Ray, 
a local Islamophobe blogger, for a 
St George’s Day march through the 
town due to the lack of notice. 

This was a sensible decision by virtue 
of the wealth of out-of-town 
troublemakers who follow in Ray’s 
wake. Judging by the placards on Easter 
Monday, the council, police and MP 
Margaret Moran were all to blame. 

The march had no official permission 
but the demonstrators were in no mood 
to listen to the police telling them that 
their march was illegal and could not go 
ahead. The police stepped in front of 
the marchers as they moved off from 
Park Square but the protesters broke 
through and were chased by police 
including officers on horseback. 
As they headed towards the Town 
Hall they were stopped by a stronger 
line of officers and police vehicles. 
This left them penned in front and 
back, resulting in a standoff. 

Ten National Front supporters turned 
up including their chairman Tom 
Holmes, which probably made it the 
fascist party’s biggest turnout in many a 
month. To their horror, they were 
greeted by a placard reading “NF go to 
hell”. Sensing that this might not be 
their best day for recruitment, they 
decided to make themselves scarce. 

Many people have subsequently 


pondered on why that placard was 
there. It seems to have been an attempt 


Seeing this placard the National Front 
supporters turned tail and ran 


by the organisers to distance themselves 
from far-right politics and indeed 
conversations with a number of 
demonstrators on the day produced 
little evidence of a racist motive. 

However, the British National Party 
put a good deal of effort into promoting 
the march and clearly hopes to benefit 
from the resulting publicity. Even so, 
the only known BNP supporter seen on 
the day was Chris Mitchell, the Young 
BNP’s Bedfordshire organiser, who 
turned up with his less-than-conscious 
black Arsenal chum Godfrey Faulkner 
from Leighton Buzzard. 

After penning them in for two hours, 
the police let the demonstrators 
disperse before the end of the Luton 
home game. In total, six people 
were arrested after dispersal. The local 
press wrote balanced accounts of 
the events, but the Dai/y Star stayed 
true to its Islamophobic stance, giving 
the demonstrators free rein to say 
that they were “reclaiming the streets” 
from extremists. 

Local anti-fascists hope that this 
event will lance the boil of street-level 


dissent over that fateful day in March. — 


Ray has signalled he is on to stage 
a “March for England” type 
demonstration in Luton in early June, 
but his ham-fisted attempts at public 
relations will hopefully cause this 


Bedfordshire Young BNP organiser Chris 
Mitchell (centre with cap) 


venture to come off the rails. We are 
also mindful of the need to use terms 
that accurately describe the nature of 
those taking part. Those taking part on 
Easter Monday were not “BNP” and 
some would bristle at any “far-right” 
label. Negative coverage of the troops 
parade has clearly mobilised a number 
of local people to act in this manner, but 
it would be counterproductive to brush 
these individuals into the same camp as 
the BNP. 

An anti-fascist May Day rally will 
take place on Friday 1 May, 7pm, at the 
Sub Club, University of Bedfordshire 
Student Union, Vicarage St, Luton 
LU1 3HZ, with a broad platform of 
speakers from the trade union 
movement, Three Counties Unity, 
HOPE not hate, UAF, local MPs and 
an MEP. ~< 


Campaigning 


The campaign begi 


Nick Lowles reviews the 2009 HOPE not hate campaign 


AFTER MONTHS of planning the HOPE 
not hate campaign takes to the streets 
in what will be its biggest operation to 
date. In the course of five weeks, over 
two million leaflets and newspapers 
will be delivered by thousands of 
supporters at more than 200 activities 
all over the country. 

Most of the activities will take place 
in areas where the HOPE not hate 
campaign has never been active 
before. Some will be huge, others will 
be smaller town centre events. 

Leading the way will be the 
Manchester HOPE not hate group 
which, over the weekend of 16 and 17 
May, expects to deliver HnH 
newspapers through all 160,000 
letterboxes in the city. Other big 
activities include Liverpool, where 
75,000 newspapers are expected 
to go out, Oldham, Wigan and 
Leigh, and Barking and Dagenham, 
50,000 in each, and Preston and 
Blackburn, 45,000. 

The campaign is focusing on turning 
out the anti-BNP vote. Targeted 
leaflets have been produced for 
women, LGBT groups and even one 
in Urdu. On Wednesday 27 May, 
we will hold activities across the 
country to highlight the BNP’s attitude 
to women. 

In addition to our own material, the 
HOPE not hate campaign is working 
closely with a number of partners. 

We are combining forces with 
most of the trade unions to develop 
campaigns and_ materials for 
their members, which will 
include the involvement of 
hundreds of union branches 
on Union Friday. 

Faith groups are emerging as 
a vital component in the 
campaign. Research shows 
that people who attend a 
place of worship are more likely to 
vote, making this an important 
constituency especially in a low 
turnout election. 

Several bishops have already 


a number of dioceses 
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distributed packs to 
their parishes with 
basic information and 
draft statements to put 
in parish newsletters. 

The Jewish com- 
munity is running a big 
campaign to turn out 
its vote, with over 
1,000 campaign packs 
being distributed. 
Jewish students will 
join thousands of others on 10 May as 
part of HOPE not hate’s Student 
Sunday, a day when students target 
the communities in which they live. 
Turning out the student vote in some 
of our key regions could be crucial. 

The HOPE not hate campaign is 
once again being supported by the 
Daily Mirror. There will be another 
HOPE not hate bus tour, regular 
articles in the paper and a supplement 
late on in the campaign. 

The media battle is going to be 
crucial. To counter our fears that the 
media will talk up a BNP break- 
through, as they did so outrageously 
in Barking and Dagenham in 2006, we 
have taken on a press officer to help 
ensure our voice is heard. 

One of the main features of our 


: @ Sunday 10 May 
_ Student Sunday 


TS HAY eoo4 


@ Friday 15 May - 
, Saturday 30 May 
HOPE not hate/ 


2009 campaign has been our link-up 
with Blue State Digital. Since the 
beginning of February we have 
seen our online supporter list grow 
from 7,000 to over 30,000. Over the 
next few weeks we will be turning 
these online supporters into offline 
activists using some really innovative 
techniques. 

Our campaign will culminate with 
an eve of poll email, which we believe 
will be the most distributed political 
email in UK history. 

The 2009 HOPE not hate campaign 
is set to be our most innovative, 
creative and certainly the largest to 
date. In a low turnout election, as the 
European election is likely to be, it 
could be a significant factor in the 
outcome. ~<a 


CAMPAIGN DIARY 


@ Saturday 16 - 
Sunday 17 May 
Weekend of HOPE 


Women’s Wednesday 


‘@ Tuesday 2 June 
Turnout Tuesday 


——— 


JUMP ABOARD 


The HOPE not hate campaign is taking to 
the road once again as our vintage London 
bus tours Britain between 15 and 30 May. 
Jointly organised by the Daily Mirror 

and sponsored by Unite the Union, it 
uN _ will visit schools, city centres, TV sets 
Sunday 24May | and local communities. 


NorthEast 
Newcastle | Sign up to the HOPE not hate 
; ¥\\ campaign, via our website, to 
\ | ~Sés receive advance notice of the 
~ \. location of each stop. Come 
along and meet the bus 
and receive your special 
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Building a successful Day of Action 


A Day of Action is a great way to get large quantities of literature out while 
simultaneously bonding your activists. Asking people to donate their time on one day 
will attract potential supporters more than a weekly activity which rarely sees more 
than the super-activist attend. Of course, an impressive Day of Action is likely to result 
in people being more willing to come out again. 


Here are some ideas to building a successful Day of Action. 


7 IDENTIFY YOUR OBJECTIVE. 
What area do you think you can 
cover in an activity? Be realistic but 
challenging. It is always better to hit 
your target and then do a bit more 
than to overreach and undermine 
morale by falling short of your 
objective. Think about how many 
activists you have but also how 
many you could mobilise if you run 
an effective campaign. Once you 
know your objective, work out how 
many people it would take to cover 
your chosen areas. Our rule of 
thumb is that each person can 
easily commit to delivering 200 
leaflets. Multiply the number of 
activists you have by 200 and then 
increase it depending on how many 
extra people you think you can 
mobilise. That will give you a 
minimum target to mobilise. 


, FACEBOOK. Set up a 
HOPE not hate Facebook 
page to spread the word and 
get people to sign up. But, 
don't forget that people 
signing up to a Facebook page 
doesn’t mean they will definitely 
come. Facebook is just a window to 
your campaign. You will need to 
chase everyone who signs up, 
ideally face to face but alternatively 
by telephone or email. 
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3 EMAIL LIST. An email list is 
far more important that only 
relying on Facebook. Data are 
power and the larger your 
database the greater the numbers 
you will be able to get out. Give us 
the details of your activity and we 
will send an email to everyone in 
your area. 


4 BOOK A VENUE. The best 
way to run a Day of Action is 
by booking a hall or room from 
which you can operate. 

You can lay out your material, 
stay dry in bad weather and 
put on food and drinks for 
your activists. There is nothing 
worse than an activist who 
arrives late to find everyone 
has gone. 


5 FLYER. Knock up a simple 
Day of Action flyer to 
advertise your event. Ask people to 
give one hour to fight the BNP. 

Basic logos, images and texts can be 
found on our website. Don't just 
drop the flyers on seats at meetings, 
talk to people. It is much harder 

for people to say no if you ask 

them direct. 


- BUILD YOUR ACTIVIST 
BASE. Start by drawing up 
a list of all your current 
activists. Then draw up a list of 
individuals you think are likely 
to get involved if they are asked. 
You can do this at an activists’ 
meeting, but don't forget that you 
need people to fill in lists there and 
then. If people are asked to go away 
and send a list in then the chances 
are it won't happen. Get a commit- 
ment from your initial activists to go 


- and ask everyone on their list to 


commit to the day. Make sure they 
have asked them. Stress that this is a 
team effort and everyone needs to 
play a part. 


SPREAD THE WORD. List 


other groups who might be 
willing to join the Day of Action, for 
example local trade union branches, 
political parties, progressive local 
groups such as Amnesty and Oxfam 
and the students’ union at the local 
college. Get one of your activists to 
commit to making links if you don’t 
already have them. Remember, 
the greater your numbers 
the more material 


you can distribute. ce 


ONE + ONE. 

If people cannot attend the 
Day of Action, ask them to cover an 
area in the immediate vicinity of 
their home. One plus one, their 
street plus one other, is another 
simple way to distribute your 
material. But don’t forget, mark off 
where people are committing to so 
those streets do not get done again 
on the Day of Action. 


BROADCAST YOUR ACTION. 

Use the local media and other 
outlets to spread the word about 
your activity. Let people know what 
you are doing. This can bring in new 
activists but, just as importantly, it 
reminds your supporters about the 
Day of Action. The more people 
hear about it from different quarters 
the more likely it is that they will 
turn out. 


NUTS AND BOLTS. 

A successful Day of Action 
is often determined by the 
preparation beforehand. You need 
to make sure you have accurate 
maps and walks for your chosen 
area. You will need to produce an 
information sheet to give to 
everyone who turns up, which 
should include a explanation of 


your objective, simple “do's and 
don'ts” (available from our website) 
and a contact number in case of a 
problem. You should also designate 
your activists as “walk co-ordinators’. 
They should lead teams out. 

Ask the walk co-ordinator to be 
responsible for finding two or three 
other people to help them. 

This spreads the workload and 
builds the campaign. 


CREATE A BUZZ. In the 
few days leading up to the 
Day of Action you need to create a 
buzz around your activity. 
Stunts, visual actions, Facebook 
messages and emails are vital to 
create a sense of urgency 
and importance around 
,the action. Get your core 
activists to ring or visit 
everyone who has sign 
up to the activity. Don’t 
just rely on emails or 
the belief that people 
don't need reminding. 


DAY OF ACTION. Arrive 

early to set up. Have the 
walks clearly marked out and piled 
up with the right number of leaflets. 


If you need more information 
about building a Day of Action 


campaign, email us at 
cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk 


Have a signing-in sheet and one or 
two people clearly in charge and 
available. It is also good for morale 
to have a map of your designated 
area on the wall and mark off 
sections as they are done. Your 
activists are more likely to go out for 
a second walk if they think you are 
close to reaching the target. Put on 
refreshments and snacks and even 
consider a social event afterwards. 


FOLLOW-UP. Don't forget 

to write to everyone who 
attended to 
thank them for 
their work. Tell 
them what was 
achieved and 
perhaps suggest 
how they can get 
more involved in the 
campaign. 
Appreciating your 
activists is vital but all 
too often overlooked. 
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from HOPE not hate 


Voices for HOPE a ee 0 You 


ass Bae 


® fascists... 


Pm for the BNP} isavot 
fascist friends across Europe 


votefortheir 
friends over here 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 


EUROPEAN ELECTION LEAFLET 
The new hardhitting HOPE not hate leaflet designed for 
the European elections. It exposes the fascist core at the 
heart of the BNP and how they want to link up with other 
hardline fascists and racists in the European Parliament. 


UNITY IS STRENGTH 
This trade union-orientated 
leaflet explains why 
fighting the BNP is a bread 
and butter union issue and 
addresses the British jobs 
for British workers slogan. 


PRICES 
BNP HIJACKS JESUS ALL OTHER LEAFLETS 
250 £7.50 250 £7.50 
500 £10.00 500 £15.00 
1000 £14.00 1000 £25.00 
2000 £16.00 2500 £40.00 

|! WOULD LIKE TO ORDER 


| Amount} Women’s leaflets 


| Amount | Miners’ leaflets 


New leaflets available 


J Amount} European election leaflets 
J Amount} BNP hijacks Jesus leaflets 
[ Amount} Pride not Prejudice leaflets J Amount} Unity is Strength leaflets 
[Amount} Never Again leaflets 


| Racists in offensiy 
_bi lboard blitz T 


www.hopenothate.org.uk 


WOMEN’S LEAFLET 
Reveals the BNP belief 
that the answer to 

the economic crisis 

is for women to give 
up work. 


www.hopenot} 


uk 


BNP HIJACKS JESUS LEAFLET 
Rebuts the deeply offensive BNP 
Jesus’ billboard and explains why 
racism is incompatible with 
Christianity. 


PRIDE NOT PREJUDICE LEAFLET 
Uncovers the continuing homophobia 
within the BNP and explains why the 
LGBT community must vote. 


BNPSCABBED 
ON THE MINERS 


MINERS’ NEVER AGAIN 
LEAFLET ae This leaflet 
Exposes how the we reminds voters 
BNP supported ==© ‘HOPE nothate of the sacrifice 
the army being made to keep 
used against . : NEVER AGAIN Britain free of 


fascism in WW2 
and how BNP 
leaders share 
Hitler's beliefs. 


striking miners in 
1984 and howa 
prominent BNP 
member financed 
the scabs. 


l enclose if 
Name tS 
Address 

as 
Postcode [ 
Email 


Return to: HOPE not hate, PO Box 1576 Ilford IG5 ONG, 
Make cheques payable to “Searchlight” 


“Searchlight | May 2009 | 22 


To order online or for other 
HOPE not hate material visit 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 
or ring 020 7681 8660 


Pure RR PRI Yi 


UNITY is Strength 


Unions mobilise for Union Friday 


THOUSANDS OF TRADE unionists are 
set to join the HOPE not hate 
campaign on Friday 15 May in what 
will be the largest union mobilisation 
against the BNP. Union Friday, as the 
day is being called, is being 
supported by nearly every trade 
union, local trade union council and 
regional TUC. 

Most participating union branches 
will be distributing material to their 
members, while others, including 
trades councils and regional unions, 
will target transport interchanges. 

The HOPE not hate team is working 
with individual unions to produce 
material customised for their 
members to ensure the leaflets are as 
relevant as possible. In addition, we 
have produced a general leaflet for 
trade unionists. 


The BUPisnofriend 


estes” 


of the British worker 


7 
A vvions Ye 


Order the HOPE not hate 
union leaflet on page 22 


The unions are perfect partners 
in the campaign against the BNP. 
The ethos of trade unionism - of 
solidarity and strength through unity 
— is in total opposition to the BNP’s 
politics of hate and division. 

Several national unions are also 
running big campaigns within their 
own union. 

M@ The PCS has a “Make Your Vote 
Count” campaign to __ increase 
participation and turnout among its 
members. Each of its regions has one 


or two full-time MYVC co-ordinators 
and up to 50 local organisers. 

@ Unison is encouraging its regional 
staff to leaflet mainline train stations 
on Union Friday. This is on top of a 
telephone canvassing operation to 
target its members. 

@ Over 200 FBU activists will take 
time out from their annual conference 
in Scarborough to join local HOPE not 
hate activists delivering leaflets across 
the town. 

™@ GMB activists attending their 
Equalities Conference in Manchester 
have agreed to cover a ward in the city. 
M@ Unite is taking almost 100,000 
copies of a customised HOPE not 
hate tabloid newspaper, which will 
have a_ particular emphasis on 
debunking the “British Jobs for 
British workers” myth. 

Regionally, many unions are doing 
even more. The GMB in the North West 
of England has instructed every union 
organiser and branch secretary to 
spend at least two hours on the 
campaign on Union Friday to help 
distribute a GMB-customised news- 
paper to its members and another two 
hours to join HOPE not hate teams in 
the community. 

Unison, also in the North West, is set 


15 MAY 2005 


to deliver 50,000 customised HOPE 
not hate newspapers to its members. 
The union is also taking a lead in the 
Manchester Day of Action, while the 
GMB and PCS are leading in Liverpool 
and Unite in Salford. 

In the East Midlands, the CWU is 
leading in Derby, Unison in 
Nottingham and Unite in Leicester. 
In Yorkshire, Unite is leading in 
Rotherham and Unison in Keighley 
and Leeds. In London, the GMB is 
leading in Barking and Dagenham, 
where it has committed to mobilising 
at least 40 activists from its two 
local branches, to cover two complete 
wards. 

In a low turnout election the work 
by unions might well make the 
difference. ~q 


Hi To follow the union campaign, visit 
www.hopenothate.org.uk/unionfriday 


Orner 


Wales 


HOPE not hate goes national 


SATURDAY 16 MAY has been designated a HOPE not hate 
day by Searchlight Cymru and will receive the support of 
all four main political parties. 

At a meeting in Cardiff last month, Searchlight’s 
Matthew Collins joined local speakers to condemn the 
BNP’s leadership for “hiding in Wales’, a reference to 
Nick Griffin and his deputy Simon Darby electing not 
to live in the areas in England where they are planning to 
stand in the European election in June. 

The national Day of Action will see events across the 
country, mainly to deliver a special Welsh version of the 
HOPE not hate/Mirror tabloid. While the BNP has no 
chance of getting elected to the European Parliament, 
the Searchlight Cymru organisers are looking ahead 
to the next Welsh Assembly elections. 

They hope to mobilise the 2,000 people who have now 
registered their support for the HOPE not hate campaign, 
1,600 of them in a two-week period at the end of March. 

The Welsh media have already begun exposing the true 
nature of the BNP with a series of stories about leading 
BNP members. 

For more information on the campaign in Wales, visit: 
www-searchlightcymru.org.uk. 


wos 


Activist . 


London 


Playing catch up 


LONDON HAS BEEN slower to get its anti-BNP campaign going 
again this year but it’s now catching up fast. Activities have been 
organised in 15 London boroughs so far, with many new people getting 
involved in HOPE not hate for the first time. 

The highlight of the campaign will be a massive Day of Action in 
Dagenham, on Saturday 16 May, where an estimated 50,000 leaflets 
will be distributed. This will kick start the HOPE not hate campaign 
ahead of next year’s all-important local elections. 

Hackney TUC is planning to distribute 40,000 locally customised 
newspapers and a new group in Walthamstow plans similar action. 
The president of South Bank University students’ union is helping to 
co-ordinate activities for students across several other London 
universities, including Greenwich and the University of East London. 

To get involved in the London campaign contact 
cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk. 
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East Midlands 


Day school gets 
campaign rolling 


if Ss | - a 


SEARCHLIGHT’S HOPE not hate day 
school in Nottingham secured a series of 
pledges for action across the East Midlands 
region. All the unions have signed up to 
Union Friday and dates have been agreed 
for days of action in Derby, Nottingham, 
Leicester, Northampton, Nottinghamshire 
and Derbyshire. 

Government minister Vernon Coaker led 
the way in pledging to deliver HOPE not 
hate material in his constituency, while the 
CWU’s regional secretary Lee Barron 
reminded delegates that members of the 
postal union are not legally obliged to 
deliver the BNP election address. 

The following day, members of the Hindu 
forum and Unite the union hosted a HOPE 
not hate curry in Leicester, attended by 30 
people, to launch their campaign in the city. 
A Day of Action has been organised for 
Sunday 17 May, which will combine mass 
leafleting with a community festival. Sundip 
Meghani, who organised the meeting, 
promised there would be “no road to Europe 
through Leicester” for the BNP. 


Student Sunday 
Students sign up for hope 


Over 5,500 students signed up to the HOPE 
not hate campaign in 48 hours following a video 
appeal by NUS President Wes Streeting. A week 
later, 78 universities and colleges committed 
themselves to an activity on Student Sunday, a 
Day of Action on Sunday 10 May. Most of these 
colleges are in places where nothing has been 
organised before, including Brighton, Newquay, 
Durham, Penrith and Bristol. 

Aberdeen University has already begun to 
build a HOPE not hate float for the city’s May 
Day celebration, while Buckinghamshire 
University is planning a barbecue, acts and music 
on campus to build momentum for their big 
Day of Action. . 

For more information on Student Sunday 
contact sam@hopenothate.org.uk. 


News the blogs 


Onawingandalamb cutlet 


by Matthew Collins 


FOR THOSE OF you who haven't 
been there, Todmorden is a peaceful 
village on the Lancashire/Yorkshire 
border, which is also quite picturesque 
if, as I did, you take the opportunity for 
a quick breather and light libation while 
passing through the area. 

It’s also become the centre of the 
limited attentions of the post- 
pubescent, bald and bearded David 
Jones, a gumboot wearing Hitler 
admirer who has recently been 
appointed the “National Inspector” of 
the tiny and vile British People’s Party. 

Little Dave has got himself all 
worked up about a proposed mosque, 
though quite who has suggested a new 
mosque there is a mystery. But don't let 
that get in the way of Dave's 
magnificent campaign to put a dent in 
the “Great Leap Forward” of Calderdale 
Council. Little Dave smells a mosque 
and, as he writes brusquely, it’s likely to 
be built when everyone is in bed one 
night or at least “when they think we've 
forgotten about it”. 

Dave suggests that all white 
nationalists (Nazis) should arm 
themselves. He’s also wound up about 
feminists and gays because apparently 
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Mini man: David Jones 


there is not enough room for them and 
Muslims in the village. At the peak of 
his anger, little Dave wrote worryingly: 
“We'll stop there being a mosque being 
built in Todmorden, wherever it is”. 
Like I said, it’s on the Yorks and 
Lancashire border, little Dave. 

“Tricky Dicky” Barnbrook has also 
been a bit lost lately. Far be it for me to 
say that his star has been appearing a 
little washed up of late, but with his 
perennial political minder Simon Darby 
sandwiched somewhere between Nazi- 
saluting Italians and cheap New 
Zealand lamb cutlets, the man with the 
one brown suit has been glaringly 


absent from BNP affections. In the 
absence of his minders and left to his 
own devices, only Dicky could have 
failed to see the funny side of himself, a 
porn director and actor, holding a 
protest outside the home of Home 
Secretary Jacqui Smith over the viewing 
habits of her husband. 

While we've been slightly bemused by 
Simon Darby’s (lame) attempts to shake 
off the embarrassment of his Nazi 
outing to Italy, the laugh-a-minute 
claustrophobe that is the blogger who 
goes by the name of Green Arrow has 
sprung to his rescue. Apparently it was 
Searchlight staff giving Nazi salutes 
outside the much féted meeting 
between the BNP’s deputy and an 
assortment of Holocaust deniers, nazis 
and terrorists. Whether Paul Morris, 
who is the Green Arrow, actually 
believes this is true is beside the point. 
We just find it offensive that anyone 
would believe we would take a free 
jolly-up to Italy and spend the 
afternoon listening to the moronic and 
monotone Simon Darby lauding the 
benefits of cut-price New Zealand lamb 
cutlets and replaying the film he took of 
the wing of his aeroplane. Consider 
yourself warned, Morris. 

Bridgend BNP could do with a lesson 
from Todmorden’s Tiny Dave Jones. 
How’s this from their blog last month: 
“A plan to convert a tatty disused hall 
into an Islamic community facility has 
been approved”. Where’s the bile, 
I asked myself. Where's the moral 
outrage in defence of decent Christian 
values? Its absence could be because 
Bridgend BNP are otherwise engaged 
in bigger and better things, as I later 
discovered when they reported 
excitedly: “One person stated that he 
would now for the first time in years 
register to vote”. 

As per usual, the bile in the BNP 
came from the dubious “Legal Eagle” 
Lee Barnes. Barnes runs a blog titled 
“Subversion For Intellectual Revolu- 
tionaries”, which is where he normally 
publishes his reactionary poetry and 
conspiracy nonsense. Barmy Barnes 
reckons that teachers are (with a few 
notable exceptions) “total idiots” and 
stuck up their “own ideological arse”. 
People who work for the civil service 
are “job for life parasites” and “ex- 
university students and mainly teachers 
(therefore wankers)”. Personally, this 
leaves me assuming that the 
‘notoriously work-shy Barnes has had 
his ‘dole money threatened by one of 
those inquisitive letters from the lefty 
do-gooders down the social. But thén, 
what would I know? ~ 
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Colin Jordan: Britain's nazi godfather 


By Gerry Gable 


hen Colin Jordan, who died 

last month aged 85, 

mounted the platform at a 

national socialist rally in 
Trafalgar Square on 1 July 1962, it was 
the high point of a political career on 
the extreme right. Behind him a massive 
banner bore the words “Free Britain 
From Jewish Control” and “Britain 
Awake”, echoing the slogans of Hitler’s 
Third Reich. 

Wearing the uniform of his National 
Socialist Movement’s paramilitary force 
Spearhead — brown shirt, military boots 
and pagan Sunwheel symbol armband — 
he spat abuse at some 5,000 people in 
the square. They consisted of around 
800 nazis attracted by the NSM’s hatred 
for Jews and democracy and some 4,200 
opponents. 

By the time the police intervened to 
arrest the speakers a riot was under way. 
Many of Jordan's supporters were 
injured and their military-style Land 
Rovers damaged. 

Later that year Jordan and his core 
officers, including John Tyndall, who 
went on to lead the National Front and 
found today’s British National Party, 
were convicted at the Old Bailey under 
the 1936 Public Order Act for 
organising and equipping a paramilitary 
force for political ends. He was jailed for 
nine months. 

The son of a postman, Jordan was 
educated at Warwick School and saw 
war service in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps. After he was demobbed he read 
history at Sidney Sussex College, 
Cambridge, graduating with second 
class honours. There he became 
attracted to the ideas of Arnold Leese, 
who had led the pre-war Imperial 
Fascist League. Leese, a vet and camel 
specialist, who as early as 1928 had 
advocated the gassing of Jews, had been 
in open conflict with Britain’s main 
fascist organisation, Oswald Mosley’s 
Blackshirts. Leese called the BUF 
“kosher fascists” and Mosley’s followers 
attacked Leese’s meetings. 

At Cambridge Jordan formed a 
“Nationalist Club” and after graduating 
set up the Birmingham Nationalist 
Book Club. In 1956 he collected his first 
conviction, for insulting words and 
behaviour during a protest by the 
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Colin Jordan and his racist lunatics caused violence at a campaign rally in the 1965 Leyton 
by-election in which the former Labour Home Secretary Patrick Gordon Walker was trying to 
return to Parliament. Left to right: Danny Bartram, who had been detained in a military mental 
hospital during the war, Francoise Dior, then Jordan's wife, and Jordan himself, whose 
psychotic profile prompted the police to provide armed protection for the candidates 


League of Empire Loyalists. That year 
he formed the White Defence League, 
which he ran from a property in 
Notting Hill left to him in Leese’s will. 
The WDL was active at the time of the 
Notting Hill riots and the racist murder 
of Antiguan-born Kelso Cochrane 50 
years ago this month. 

Later Jordan merged his group with 
the hardline National Labour Party to 
form the original British National Party 
in 1960. In January 1962, after a 
disagreement with colleagues who felt 
Jordan's open nazism was a bar to 
progress, Jordan and Tyndall stormed 
out, taking Spearhead. On 20 April, a 
date chosen because it was Hitler’s 
birthday, they formed the National 
Socialist Movement. The NSM’s 
broadsheet, The National Socialist 
appeared with a picture of Adolf Hitler 
captioned “His spirit lives on”. 

That summer George Lincoln 
Rockwell, leader of the American Nazi 
Party, entered the UK illegally. At a 
weekend camp near Temple Guiting in 
the Cotswolds, attended by nazis from 
around Europe, Rockwell and Jordan 
hammered out the Cotswold 


Declaration, which led to the formation 
of the World Union of National 
Socialists. Its statement of the “modern 
national socialist world view” contained 
principles that have several similarities 
with the ideology of the BNP today. 
The presence of these would-be 
champions of the master race led to a 
vigorous, physical attack by local people 
who shot the swastika out of the flag 
flying over the camp. 

Jordan made _ frequent court 
appearances during the 1960s and 
1970s for his activities, including taking 
part in an antisemitic demonstration in 
support of Adolf Eichmann the 
architect of the Nazis’ “Final Solution”, 
who was executed in 1962. In the mid 
1960s NSM “commandos” carried out 
34 arsons against Jewish buildings in 
London. One attack on a theological 
college in Stamford Hill left one 
student dead and another seriously 
injured. Intelligence officers from the 


‘Jewish defence organisation, the 62 


Group, uncovered the perpetrators after 
the police failed to find them. 
They included a serving Welsh 
Guardsman, a former Paratrooper, 


several youngsters with social problems 
and Jordan’s wife, the French heiress 
Francoise Dior, a niece of the fashion 
designer. Dior, engaged to Tyndall in 
1962, married Jordan in 1963. 
The marriage was short-lived. Jordan 
was not charged over the arsons, despite 
having prior knowledge of at least one. 

In 1967 Jordan was imprisoned for 
18 months for peddling racist 
literature. In his absence the NSM 
was re-formed in 1968 as the British 
Movement (BM). After his release 
Jordan led the openly nazi BM 
but allowed some of his followers to 
form the National Socialist Group 
(NSG). Would-be terrorists, the NSG 
plotted to assassinate Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson, stockpiled weapons 
and obtained car bomb diagrams. 
After exposure the group dispersed. 

In 1975, Jordan was convicted and 
fined for stealing three pairs of red 
knickers from Tesco. His credibility 
damaged, he passed on the leadership of 
BM to Michael McLaughlin, a 
Liverpool milkman and son of an Irish 
Republican and socialist who fought in 
the International Brigades in Spain. 

Throughout his political career 
Jordan had developed his nazi ideology 
in a wealth of articles and a number of 
books. His first book, Fraudulent 
Conversion, appeared in 1955. It was an 
attack on what he called Jewish money 
power. In 1962 he published a 
pamphlet, Britain Reborn, in which he 
outlined the ideas behind the NSM. 

Jordan resurrected Leese’s Gothic 
Ripples and the 1980s and during the 
rest of his life devoted himself to 
advocating the formation of an elite 
national socialist “Vanguard” to carry 
out “guerrilla activities” to “break down” 
the present system until the time was 
ready for “the physical seizure of state 
power by our people”. He condemned 
the BNP for contesting elections, 
although he had done so himself in the 
early 1970s. 

In 1993 he published a short work of 
fiction entitled Merrie England — 2000, 
which depicted England under “alien 
control”. The book was one of 11 items 
of his literature for which he was 
charged under race relations legislation, 
but the prosecution was postponed 
indefinitely on the grounds that he was 
too ill to stand trial. He had exaggerated 
his heart condition because he was 
terrified of going to prison again. 

A sequel, The Uprising, described a 
revolt against democracy in Britain. 
It was a poor version of William Pierce’s 
The Turner Diaries, the fictional account 
of a race war which inspired the 


Oklahoma City bombing. It contained 
thinly disguised characters who were to 
be assassinated or tortured ranging 
from the Home Secretary to the editor 
of Searchlight. To avoid arrest, Jordan 
had The Uprising published in the USA, 
from where it could be ordered through 
nazi channels. 

More recently Jordan gave a video 
interview and made small donations to 
the tiny nazi British People’s Party. 

Although Jordan had denounced 
other British fascist leaders as cowardly 
or corrupt he was widely revered on the 
far right as the godfather of British 


nazism. 


John Colin Campbell Jordan, born 19 June 
1923, died 9 April 2009 


Jordan v 
Searchlight 


In 1976 Maurice Ludmer, the editor of 
Searchlight, faced Colin Jordan in a 
Birmingham Magistrates’ Court. It was 
the first and last time that Britain’s 
nazi godfather was to get Searchlight 
into court. He was trying to sue 
Maurice and the magazine for 
criminal libel. It was a decade after we 
had helped send his synagogue arson 
squads to prison followed shortly by 
his wife at the time, Francoise Dior. 

The hearing by a_ stipendiary 
magistrate well known for his 
rightwing views ended in farce after 
two hearings when despite his 
partiality he had no choice but to 
throw Jordan’s case out. 

He did however attack the 
magazine from the bench, describing 
it as a scurrilous publication because 
it had given notice of when groups 
such as Jordan's British Movement 
and the National Front were to appear 
on the streets of Birmingham. 

Maurice, as president = of 
Birmingham Trades Council, the 
largest such body in western 
Europe, was able to mobilise large 
numbers of workers and students 
whenever the fascists reared 
their heads. Far from this caus- 
ing uncontrolled violence, the 
Deputy Chief Constable of the 
West Midlands thanked trade 
unionists for making legiti- 
mate protests and halting the 
fascists without mindless vio- 
lence against the police. 


The term scurrilous was used 
against the great tradition of British 


pamphleteers who wrote in 
support of a free press and 
democratic society. The journalist 
Paul Foot said we should bear the 
magistrate’s words with pride 
rather than in sorrow. 

The funniest scene in the court 
was when the magistrate tried to 
stop us producing a photo of Jordan, 
Dior and a gang of men, who 
included a number of the synagogue 
arsonists, all giving Hitler salutes 
outside Marylebone Magistrate's 
Court in London. 

The magistrate in his wisdom 
suggested they could be a group of 
friends waving off a couple who had 
just married. A stage whisper could 
be heard across the court: “not at my 
bloody wedding they didn’t”. 

How Maurice would by proud 
today of the massive HOPE not hate 
campaign and especially the huge 
support from his beloved trade 
union movement. 

Allthe Searchlight team hope that, if 
there is any life after death, Maurice 
knows about Jordan’s futile attempt 
last year to sue Gerry Gable, our pub- 


lisher, and the magazine for 
4 ) describing him as a terrorist for 


= his role in the synagogue arsons. 
=~ When it was made clear to his 
: lawyers that we had docu- 
. mented evidence to prove 
our words and would 
_ fight him every inch of 
,. the way, we never heard 
another word from him. 
Maurice Ludmer, 
1926-1981 
Lotta Continua, Maurice 


International 


International unions debate 


anti-fascism 


Cathy Pound reports from Berlin 


n international conference 
under the title “United 
against racism, right-wing 
populism and neo-fascism” 

together more than a 


brought 
hundred grass roots delegates on 
20-22 March. Representatives of 
trade unions in the Czech Republic, 
Austria, France, Poland, Denmark, 
Sweden and the UK attended the 
meeting hosted by the 2.2 million 


strong ver.di, Germany's 
public service union. 

Its purpose was to make an 
assessment of the political landscape 
across Europe in the context of 
the world economic crisis and in the 
lead-up to the European election in 
June, and to examine our response as 
anti-fascists. 

The opening address from Frank 
Bsirske, ver.di’s national president, laid 
out ver.di’s demands for a social 
response to the economic crisis, as 
proposed in the union’s 4 Social Europe 
for the Future manifesto. Bsirske 
explained that it was precisely the lack 
of scrutiny and insistence on increased 
deregulation within the financial 
world that had allowed the crisis to 
develop and remain undiscovered. 

Ver.di’s manifesto outlines an 
alternative economic and _ social 
model for the EU with a unified 
approach that re-introduces 
regulations to protect workers 
internationally against wage cutting 
and dumping and _— unfair 
competition, issues that cause the 


largest 


Frank 
Bsirske, 
president 
of the 
German 
trade 
union 
ver.di 
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uncertainty and insecurity among 
workers that the far right is trying to 
exploit. By protecting workers’ 
interests internationally, trade unions 
can prevent multinational companies 
from pitting one group of workers 
against another. 

Comparisons were made between 
the 1929 and 2009 crises and 
predictions that we are entering a far 
deeper recession of a greater magnitude 
than the 1930s were starkly outlined. 

The conference was initiated by 
ver.di’s Commission on Racism and 
Right-wing Extremism (ZAKO) to 
discuss how to oppose the far right 
and stem its support in the European 
elections and beyond. 

For Searchlight, Graeme Atkinson 
addressed a _ plenary _ session, 
emphasising the critical role that 
trade unions can and must play in the 
fight against fascism and spelling out 
that the current situation calls for 
unions to take active responsibility 
for organising migrant and 
unemployed workers as part of their 
anti-fascist engagement. 

A very successful workshop on 
“Anti-fascism in Cologne and 
London” saw Searchlight’s HOPE 
not hate campaign featured alongside 
a highly effective anti-racist campaign 
in Cologne (see Searchlight October 
2008) as examples of successful 
campaigns that unite broad-based 
and loose coalitions under a common 
banner. The message presented was 
that many people working together 
constructively can generate a real 
momentum and energy. 

The final session consisted of a 
debate on what structures can 
facilitate further _ international 
collaboration, networking and 
possible shared initiatives. UNISON 
and ver.di have already been working 
together on various issues and further 
international collaboration is vital. 
Participants were deeply impressed 
by ver.di’s commitment in hosting 
the gathering at its magnificent 
training centre and understood the 
huge task ahead of them, especially 
in the European election. ~= 


GERMANY 
Crisis besets 
bankrupt 
German 
fascists 


From Michael Klein for 
Antifa-Net in Hanover 


UDO VOIGT scraped past his 
challenger Udo Past6rs to be relected 
leader of the National Democratic 
Party (NPD) at a party conference in 
Berlin at the beginning of April. 
Hundreds of  riot-clad police 
prevented more than 650 anti-fascists 
from halting the two-day event. 

Voigt's retention of the post he has 
held since 1996 will not mollify the 
long-term dissension in the NPD. 
If anything the factional struggle has 
intensified after Andreas Molau, 
another of his bitter opponents, 
was dumped by his former NPD 
allies in the regional parliaments 
of Saxony and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern and aligned himself 
with the German People’s Union 
(DVU). Molau’s defection cleared 
the way for Pastors to stand for 
party leader. 

During the leadership 
campaign, the NPD’s deputy- 


leader JUirgen Rieger - who was raided 
by police and found in possession of 
an automatic weapon in February - 
was widely attacked for using his 
financial wealth to influence decisions 
by party personnel. Others urged the 
party to concentrate more on 
preparing for the elections coming up 
in the next few months. 

The NPD has announced two May 
Day rallies, in Berlin and Ulm, and 
some NPD branches in northern 
Germany will support a third in 
Hannover that will, in reality, mainly 
be organised by the so-called Free 
Nationalists. The party has also 


announced the recruitment of the 
historian Dr Kersten Radzimanowski, 
who has contributed articles to the 
party's 


rag Deutsche Stimme. 


NPD top dog Udo Voigt (left) 
and his rival Udo Pastérs 


people in the ideas of national 
socialism. Although it was mainly active 


Radzimanowski was a State Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs in the last - by 
then non-socialist - East German 
government in 1990. 

Although the factional warfare has 
disrupted the party, it is far from clear 
whether the consequences of the 
long-running political battle will be 
terminal. Some leading members 
argue that the losers around Pastors 
should now accept the result of the 
leadership election. 

For those who are not ready to do 
that, the change in the leadership of 
the DVU may offer an attractive 
alternative. Early in January, the DVU’s 
veteran leader Gerhard Frey, who 
formed the “Alliance for Germany” 
with Voigt some years ago, stepped 
down, making Matthias Faust his 
successor. Faust, born in 1971, has 
earned big plaudits from the wider 
fascist scene while campaigning in 
Hamburg and is valued as a good 
organiser and speaker. He also has 
close connections with hardcore nazi 
circles in northern Germany. 

Internal strife might not destroy 
the NPD but incipient financial 
meltdown presents a greater danger. 
The financial crisis emanates from a 
ruling that the NPD must repay 
€870,000 (£785,000) of 
claimable expenses it 
had fraudulently 
lodged for 2006. 
Additional demands 
Dy for repayment by 
May of €2.2 

million for false 


played a key role. Raoul Nahrath, the 
great 


grandfather of the present 


claims for 2007 are still outstanding 
and Voigt recently admitted to the 
press that his party is “flat broke”. 

Although the state owes the NPD 
€300,000, this sum is being withheld 
because the party has not paid the 
money it owes the state and refuses to 
put up any collateral for the debt. 

According to the weekly Der Spiegel, 
the NPD’s lawyer Carsten Schrank has 
written to the Berlin administrative 
court itemising the desperate state of 
his party's finances. Schrank says the 
NPD’s headquarters has monthly 
outgoings of €110,000 for office, staff 
and telephone costs and an income of 
just €30,000 from membership 
subscriptions and donations. 
The €80,000 shortfall can only be 
made up with government funds and, 
as a result, the party's “political 
existence is under threat”. Meanwhile 
Frank Schwerdt, head of the NPD’s 
legal department, denies impending 
bankruptcy and says that withholding 
the €300,000 payment of federal funds 
is unlawful. 

Outside the NPD, the now rather 
isolated hardcore nazi Christian Worch 
is gloating from the sidelines at the 
NPD's_ all-too-evident discomfiture 
and laying the blame on the head of 
Pastors as a much as Voigt. That said, 
some of Worch’s erstwhile political 
allies were the targets of nationwide 
police raids on more than 220 
premises on 4 March to stop the hate 
music trade. More than 45,000 discs 
and 170 computers were confiscated 
in the police swoop. ~q 


hard to expose an organisation of 


which, until 2006, the federal German 


in Germany, with branches in many 
places, it also operated in the Italian 
South Tyrol and Austria. 

The HDJ concentrated on outdoor 
pursuits such as camping and rambling. 
At first sight HDJ camps looked 
innocuous but closer inspection 
revealed tents with names such as the 
Fuhrer Bunker and tea towels 
embroidered with swastikas. 

At the camps, the day would begin 
with drill including parading flags and 
standing to attention. The HDJ also 
organised meetings for families, which 
it regarded as central to the preservation 
of the “Nordic race”. 

Families were also important 
organisationally. The HDJ gathered 
families with a long pedigree of nazi 
involvement. The Nahrath family 


generation, was involved in the Viking 
Youth as early as 1952, becoming its 
president in 1954. Many of the parents 
of other HDJ children are involved with 
the nazi National Democratic Party 
(NPD), including the chief of the 
NPD’s heavy mob, Manfred Borm, and 
the NPD regional MP Tino Miller, 
both of whom were themselves active in 
the HDJ. 

The HDJ assiduously maintained 
contact with nazi outfits outside 
Germany, including the Nordiska 
Forbundet in Sweden, the Flemish 
National Youth League (VNJ) in 
Belgium and the League of Free Youth 
(BfJ) in Austria. 

The ban on the HDJ can legitimately 
be claimed as a victory for anti-fascists 
who, together with journalists, worked 


internal secret service either knew 
nothing about or simply ignored. It was 
anti-fascists who brought to light the 
fact that a large chunk of the HDJ 
came from the banned Viking Youth 
and that the two organisations’ 
emblems were more or less the same. In 
the hours before the HDJ was banned, 
police raided the homes of a number of 
its activists. 

Although the HDJ is now outside the 
law, the fanatics who comprised the 
HDJ’s membership are unlikely to 
throw in their swastika-embroidered 
towels. It is inevitable that attempts will 
be made to rebuild a_ similar 
organisation to pass Nazi ideology on to 
the next generation. The authorities will 
need to remain vigilant to enforce the 
ban rigorously. 
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gains from European campaign 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


AS AUSTRIA’S FAR right Freedom Party 
(FPO) gears up for the European 
election in June, it is strongly sensing 
a positive bounce for itself in 
domestic politics. 

The FPO MEP Andreas Mélzer, who 
i aToN VR R eal lave Kelman Vok-lovelUia ite] alenii lave] 
extremism and whose main political 
concern is his obsession with the 
ethnic and cultural preservation of the 
Austrian people, which he sees as part 
of the wider German cultural nation, 
will head the party's list of 15 
candidates for the election. 

When Hans-Christian Strache, the 
party leader, publicly introduced 
the FPO’s candidates, he also proudly 
Tal atoll ale -to i dar-laiual-u oy-1anvmar-lelt-loye)|{=t6| 
for membership of the Union for the 
Europe of the Nations. This European 
parliamentary group of nationalist 
conservative and far-right parties 
includes the League of Polish Families, 
the Lega Nord in Italy, the Danish 
People’s Party and For Fatherland and 
Freedom from Latvia. 

The FPO holds only one seat in the 
outgoing European parliament but 
forecasts suggest it could win another 
two seats in June. It is campaigning 
hard on issues such as the economic 


downturn, the European Union's 
Lisbon treaty and opposition to 
the accession of Turkey to the EU. 
The FPO’s simple message is that only 
its policies on all three of these issues 
can save the Austrian people. 

A feature of the election campaign 
has been the way in which the FPO has 
worked closely with the north Italian 
extreme-right Lega Nord. Together, the 
two parties, which share a venomous 
hatred of Islam in particular and 
immigration in general, reportedly 
want to launch a study to compare 
policy towards ethnic groups in the 
Austrian province of Carinthia with 
similar policies in eastern Europe. 

Molzer is very keen on networking 
with his fellow European right-wing 
extremists. He proved his enthusiasm 
in 2007 when he helped launch the far- 
right European parliamentary group 
Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty (ITS). 

Not everyone’ in Austrian 


nationalist circles was so enthusiastic. 
The ITS included the Italian fascist 
Alessandra Mussolini — now replaced 
in the European parliament by the 
terrorist Roberto Fiore. This resulted 
in the FPO’s branch in South Tyrol, a 
part of Italy that the FPO claims 
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should be Austrian, withdrawing 
from the Austrian parent party. 
As for the ITS, it collapsed when 
its Romanian members walked out 
after Mussolini declared that all 
Romanians were criminals. 

Nevertheless, Mdélzer has not 
been deterred from his efforts to 
unify nationalists whose common 
fol “TaToyaniiarel\olau cm at-liccto Me) M-V-lel aMoydat=la 
His motto seems to be “if it doesn't fit, 
use a bigger hammer”. His drive to give 
the FPO a firm international foothold 
is strongly supported by the party's 
Wire (<tmm ee) [hu(et=] ir-lel=lave[-B 

Although the FPO is regaining its 
former popularity among Austrian 
voters, it has yet to find overall 
acceptance and respectability in the 
political mainstream. In last year’s 
general election, the FPO won more 
than 17% of the vote and was courted 
by the conservatives, but any 
suggestion to include the party in 
a government coalition quickly 
foundered. 

The shock of the EU sanctions 
imposed on Austria in 2000, when 
the FPO, then headed by the late 
Jorg Haider, formed a coalition 
government with the conservative 
Austrian People's Party, still runs deep 
and there is an awareness that a 
repeat performance could provoke a 
similar storm of international outrage. 
The FPO hopes its bid for an 
international reputation, even one 
derived from a dubious pact with 
other extremists, will lend credibility 
to its efforts at home. <a 


MOLDOVA 


Nationalist rioters storm 


parliament 


By Natalia Sineaeva-Pankowska for Helsinki 
Citizens’ Assembly and Antifa-Net in Chisinau 


and Graeme Atkinson 


ROMANIA HAS DENIED 
involvement in violent anti-government 
protests in Moldova that left at least one 
woman dead and more than a hundred 
injured in early April. The statement 
came after President Vladimir 
Voronin of Moldova expelled the 
Romanian ambassador and introduced 
a visa requirement for Romanians 
visiting Moldova. 

During the riots Chisinau, the 
capital, was plastered with stickers 
supporting “Greater Romania” and the 
protesters waved Romanian flags. 
Radical pro-Romanian groups such 
as Oleg Brega’s “Hyde Park” were 
heavily involved. 

The protesters, who included 
boneheads wearing emblems (pictured) 
of the Romanian nazi Noua Dreapta, 
accused Moldova's Communist 
government of electoral fraud after it 
claimed victory in a hotly contested 
election on 5 April. Rioters stormed and 
ransacked the parliament building and 
Voronin’s offices. Moldova’s supreme 
court has ordered a full recount of the 
votes at Voronin’s request. 

So just who and what do the 
rioters who invaded the Moldovan 
parliament support and what ideas do 
they represent? 

Moldova was part of Romania 
between the First and Second World 
Wars. Romanian nationalists in 
Moldova want to reunite the tiny and 
poor former Soviet state with barely 
more prosperous Romania with which 
it has close ethnic, cultural and 
linguistic ties. 

According to the 2004 population 
census, Moldova is home to several 
ethnic and national minorities — 
including Gagauz, Ukrainians, 
Russians, Bulgarians, Jews and Roma — 
who represent 22% of the population. 
The remaining 78% are ethnic 
Moldovan, sometimes wrongly referred 
to as Romanian. Since 2001 the country 
has been run by the Communist Party, 


which despite its name has generally 
followed a reformist course, supported 
by several other left-wing and centre- 
left parties. 

Political forces at work include parties 
holding extremist Romanian nationalist 
views. These nationalist parties, which 
try to present themselves to the wider 
European community as a democratic 
opposition to a left-wing government, 
have criticised the government’s move 
to change the history syllabus in schools 
from the history of the Romanians to 
the history of Moldova and to include 
the Holocaust in Romania. 

Supporters of pan-Romanian identity 
want to whitewash the history of the 
period when Moldova was controlled by 
Romania. They try to deny or distort 
the facts of the genocide against the 
Jews (and other groups) during the 
fascist Romanian occupation of 
Moldova from 1941-44 and the 
responsibility of the pro-Nazi dictator 
Ion Antonescu for the Holocaust. 

The ethnic Moldovan majority 
normally votes for moderate parties. 
The extremist Christian Democratic 
People’s Party (PPCD) led by Iurie 
Rosca, notorious in Moldova and 
internationally as the main exponent 
of pan-Romanianism, got only 3% on 
5 April. 

The PPCD’s decline, however, has 
enabled other parties with a broadly 
similar agenda to emerge. Even though 
some were founded only recently, they 
have won popular support with anti- 
poverty and anti-corruption rhetoric. 
One of their promises was that 
everyone voting for them would get 
Romanian citizenship and the history 
of the Romanians would stay on the 
national curriculum. 

One of these hardline ethno- 
nationalistic parties is European Action. 
Its leaders, Anatol Petrencu and Vitalia 
Pavlicenco, are, like Rosca, known for 
their xenophobic and antisemitic views. 
According to its programme it sees 


Moldova’s future as part of the 
European community, though European 
in this context means Romanian. 
Petrencu believes the Jews were “a 
fifth column — Soviet agents, robbers, 


thieves, criminals who betrayed 
Romanian patriots and desecrated 
churches”. Incredibly, he is a co-author 
of several history textbooks for schools. 

In 2006, Pavlicenco, who is also a 
vice-president of the US-based 
Romanian World Council, in an 
interview with the newspaper Timpul, 
rated Antonescu, as one of the best 
Romanians who ever lived. In her pre- 
election interviews for the right-wing 
news portal Azi.md and Timpul, she 
quoted Antonescu, as her “authority” in 
the political struggle. 

The grotesquely misnamed Liberal 
Democratic and Liberal Parties also 
promoted pan-Romanian nationalist 
ideology in the election, though less 
overtly, and polled more than 25%, 
winning 30 seats. Mihai Ghimpu, the 
Liberal Party leader, also admires 
Antonescu. and is notorious for 
declaring that “Gagauzians are the 
ulcers on a body of the Moldovan 
people”. (The Gagauz are a small ethnic 
Orthodox Christian minority group of 
Turkish origin, who were granted 
autonomy in 1994). 

Both these parties have been backed 
by mainstream nationalist newspapers, 
such as Timpul and the weekly Journal 
de Chisinau. These newspapers also gave 
a platform to Romanian revisionists 
such as Ion Coja and Gheorghe Buzatu, 
a collaborator of the Greater Romania 
Party and a Holocaust denier during the 
election campaign. 

Coja, a professor at Bucharest 
University, claimed it was a “big 
mistake” to include a chapter on the 
Holocaust in new school «textbooks. 
Coja has the status of an authority 
among Moldovan scholars and now, 
evidently, also among politicians such as 
Petrencu and Pavlicenco. ~= 
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Three nazis suffer violent deaths 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from Moscow 


THE VIOLENT DEATHS of three Russian 
nazis in one week has created a minor 
sensation in Moscow. 

All three were reported as suicides. 
The first was Maxim Bazylev, who was 
found dead in a cell in Moscow’s main 
police station on 27 March. Bazylev, 
whose nickname was Adolf but who 
was also known on the internet as 
Mikhail Romanov or Max18, was found 
with fatal stab wounds to his throat and 
shoulder. 

On 31 March Roman Nifontov shot 
himself at home with a rifle. Nifontov, a 
friend of Bazylev, was known in nazi 
circles as the author of a book, written 
under the name Dimitri Nesterov, titled 
Skins: the Russians awake. He left a letter 
saying, “forgive me, | had to do this”. 

Finally, on 3 April, Maxim Sakharov, a 
Moscow nazi known on internet forums 
as Necros88, hurled himself out of a 
window while being questioned by 
police in the city’s Butyrka custody 
centre. 

Nazis dispute the claim that Bazylev 
committed suicide and it is widely 
believed that the police played a role in 
his death to conceal their treatment of 
him. What is clear is that it will be 
difficult to find any blame-free and 
provable sequence of events. 

The question everyone is asking is if 
Bazylev killed himself, where did the 
weapon -— a scalpel blade — come from 
and how could he have cut himself in 
the manner that led to his death? 
He was not the only person in the cell. 


With him was another nazi, a 21-year- 
old student called Roman Zheleznov, 
who led the so-called Anti-Antifa under 
the name of Zukhel. Bazylev and Zukhel 
had been charged with at least eight 
murders in the Moscow region. 

Bazylev’s long nazi career started in 
the Slavic Union (SS) and continued in 
Dimitri Rumyantsev's National Socialist 
Society (NSO). He edited the fascist 
magazine Russkaya Volya and with 
Zukhel belonged to an NSO subgroup 
under the leadership of Lev Moltkov, 
who was arrested in July 2008. 

Since autumn 2008, the police 
have stepped up their investigations of 
nazis and have made considerably 
more arrests than usual. They have 
paid particular attention to the NSO, 
with its various splinters and satellites, 
and the Movement against Illegal 
Immigration (DPNI). 

As a result, the DPNI’s boss in Nizhniy 
Novgorod, Oleg Ivanov, was picked up 
with other suspects alleged to have 
been involved in the murder of a 
Tadjik man last autumn. The Ivanov case 
has aroused interest because of the 
freedom the DPNI enjoyed to spread its 
hatred in the city, apparently under the 
protection of the police. 

Raids on the homes of DPNI members 
and supporters have uncovered leaflets 
in which the movement called for the 
formation of “National Self Defence 
Groups” to be used against migrant 
workers sacked from their jobs because 
of the financial crisis and automatically, 


according to the twisted logic of the 
DPNI, “pulled into the ranks of criminal 
gangs” The DPNI leaflets were based on 
a statement in December by Vladimir 
Sherbakov, the chief of police in the 
Volga region. 

The evident anxiety of the Russian 
authorities was demonstrated by the 
fact that no less a person than President 
Dimitri Medvedev attended a meeting 
in February at the Interior Ministry 
where the main subject on the agenda 
was the need to tackle extremism. 
Alongside the radicalisation of young 
people and the activities of fascist 
groups, the meeting also reportedly 
discussed rising crime among migrant 
workers unemployed because of 
the recession. 

Crime has undoubtedly risen since 
the beginning of the economic crisis 
but how much of this is down to 
foreigners is far from clear and is largely 
extreme-right and racist speculation. 
The intensified investigation of the 
nazis is partly also an aspect of 
the authorities’ anti-crisis measures 
although the crackdown reaches out in 
other directions as well. 

The new policy is flawed, however, 
because the state's investigators, 
despite evidence to the contrary, do not 
want to admit that the issues of terror, 
violence, murder and subversion from 
the far right concern well developed 
networks led by well known people, not 
just a few small splinter groups that 
work together. 


Rival nazis clashin pub 


Wim Haelsterman reports from Brussels for AFF-Verzet/ RésistanceS 


Arnoud Kuipers, 
15} (eXeye Mra] are | 
Honour activist 


A BIKERS’ PUB near Antwerp has been 
wrecked in a violent encounter between 
1 anVolm a\Yc-] ime [cele] oem aat-M al (lanl iam ole-laren 
of the nazi Blood and Honour group. 
The clash in the small town of 
Rijkevorsel on 28 March resulted in 
smashed windows and furniture and 
injuries to customers who took offence 
at being attacked by nazis. 

It started when one faction of the nazi 
boneheads, wearing hoods and masks 


and swinging baseball bats, invaded 
the pub and set about their rivals. 
Afterwards one of the attackers’ 
getaway cars crashed into a vehicle 
driven by a pregnant woman, causing 
her serious injury. The driver of the 
nazis’ car was caught quickly but his 
four passengers absconded. 

A police spokesman said the fighting 
was caused by “an internal conflict”. 
On the day of the clash one branch of 


HUNGARY Racists set to make 
gains in European poll 


: 
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Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


“HUNGARY FOR the Magyars!” is 
the slogan with which the 
Hungarian extreme-right __ party 
Jobbik hopes to surmount the 5% 


Socialists have formed a “Zionist 
Occupation Government” (ZOG), a 
term used by nazis worldwide. Other 
issues that occupy Jobbik are the “sell 


the “Roma” criminals about whom 


threshold to win seats in the out” of Hungary to foreigners, Orban warns. 
European Parliament in June. opposition to “renationalisation” of Orban's prattle about “true Magyars” 
Now that this party, which enjoys a __ private enterprises, economic _ is just a more respectable expression of 


close relationship with the British 
National Party and its leader Nick 
: Griffin, has become the country’s third 
strongest political force, the latest 
opinion polls give it a serious chance 
of winning MEPs and representation 
in the Hungarian parliament. 
Heading the list of Jobbik’s 
European election candidates is Dr 
Krisztina Morvai (pictured), a lawyer 
and university teacher who was once a 
member of the United Nations 
committees for women’s rights and 
human rights. Now, having thrown in 
her lot with the far right, she harps on 
continually about the need to bring 
together all “genuine Magyars” by 
extending Hungarian citizenship to 
Hungarian minorities living in 
countries that border Hungary. She 
also talks endlessly about so-called 
“gypsy criminality”. 
Morvai’s party is openly antisemitic 
and spits out its hatred above all 


nationalism and hostility to the finance 
policies of the European Union. 
Although Jobbik is, now at least, an 
extra-parliamentary group, its ideas 
find a ready echo in the Hungarian 
parliament in the Hungarian Citizens’ 
Party, Fidesz. This party is only rarely 
described in the foreign media as 
extreme-right because in the 
European Parliament it is a member of 
the conservative European People’s wing extremism as a_ politically 
Party, of which its president, Viktor relevant force in Hungary and for the 
Orban, is vice-president. fact that racist and antisemitic 
Fidesz blends its extremist positions outbursts have become part of 
almost seamlessly with a more right- “normal” political debate. 
wing populist and conservative stance The almost permanent mobilisation 
making it difficult at times to prove that Fidesz and Jobbik have initiated 
the party’s right-wing extremism. has also resulted in the growth of 
Fidesz may distance itself from serious attacks on Roma and on liberal 
Jobbik on a rhetorical level, but at the and social democratic politicians to 
grass roots the parties work together the extent that in recent months 
closely. Although Fidesz and its homes have been burned out with fire 
leading candidate, Dr Pal Schmitt, are bombs and four Roma people cold- 
cautious in spelling out their real bloodedly shot. 
against the so-called “Jewish liberals”, _ policy, it is evident that they stand for Fidesz, the party that has let this 
meaning the Free Democrats, and the the introduction of US-style “three loose, is now the strongest political 
“Jewish Bolsheviks”, meaning the strikes and you are out” laws, aimed at force in Hungary and could, say the 
ruling Socialist Party. According to punishing persistent lawbreakers, _ polls, win as much as 38% of the vote 


the openly racist and antisemitic 
outbursts of some of his members and 
their Jobbik allies. Fidesz is looking 
increasingly like Jobbik “Lite” because 
it concentrates on fundamentally the 
same issues as the open extremists, 
especially in economic policy. 

Fidesz thinks in terms of “Greater 
Hungary” and so bears the main 
responsibility for the rise of right- 


Jobbik, the Free Democrats and the 


B&H was planning to stage a nazi rock 
fest “at a secret location’. Arnoud 
Kuipers, one of the few publicly known 
B&H activists, had lined up three 
bands. He was one of those attacked 
in the pub. 

None of the bands — Strijdgeest 
(Neitalelarelave ky im sr-lel-le(olU si coldnam(mr-lalas)) 
and Bloodline (Germany) - showed up. 
Apparently their absence was the result 
of “pressure” from Kuipers’s opponents. 

A statement signed B&H/Combat 18 
stated that “the traitor” Kuipers had no 
authorisation to organise a concert 
UK ave im 5] (exere m= ]ate ll m(e)arelelacwmar-lan(omr-] ale! 
Combat 18's logo. It also warned 


which would be used especially against 


folexe) 0) (-marelmiom-lac-lale mie lelamm colge)iele (lai 
concerts and promised Kuipers yet 
more “iron fist treatment”. 

Two days earlier, another group of 
extremists, the Nationalist Students’ 
Movement (NSV), an unofficial student 
group of the Flemish Interest party, 
staged its annual demonstration for 
Flemish independence in the streets of 
Leuven. This event has been notorious 
in the past for the violence it provokes. 

The NSV was reinforced with 
delegations from the fascist Voorpost 
strong-arm squad, a few “Holland 
Hardcore” activists, the youth section 
of Flemish Interest and a ragbag of 


in the European election. ~<a 


other extremists, including members 
of the National Solidarist Alternative 
rTaleMmr-lam ar-]ale)i0) me) mm ofo)at-lal-r-e km icolan 
B&H Flanders. 

Despite all this support, the fascist 
demonstration numbered only 300. 
The original slogan of the march, 
“For an independent Flanders’, was 
ditched in favour of racist slogans 
to accommodate the majority of 
participants. 

A counter-demonstration by the 
Flemish anti-fascist group Blokbuster 
attracted more than 800 people but 
was kept well away from the fascists 
lo Vanate) com dare ]aWe-10/0) fe) [ace 
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International 


ITALY 


The importance of symbols 


By Alfio Bernabei 


A LEADING MP of the Northern 
League, which has four ministers in 
Silvio Berlusconi’s Cabinet, has been 
filmed in France giving lessons on how 
fascists should penetrate _local 
administrations in order “to arrive 
where we must arrive”. 

Mario Borghezio, former Justice 
undersecretary and currently an MEP, 
was speaking at a meeting organised by 
Nissa Rebela, an extreme-right move- 
ment with followers especially in Nice. 

The cameras of the French television 
channel Canal+ followed Borghezio as 
he left the main conference hall to 
address a more private gathering in an 
adjacent room. Here local militants 
heard some whispered advice on “how 
to get there” from the Italian guest 
known for an assault on an immigrant 
(for which he was fined €400) and for 
setting fire to an immigrant dwelling 
under a bridge (for which he was jailed 
for two months and 20 days). 
Borghezio’s racist exploits are absolutely 
first class. 

Unfortunately the camera was 
spotted after a few minutes and filming 
had to stop. But the core of Borghezio’s 
recommendations can be heard in the 
documentary Ascenseur pour les fachos 
(Lift for the fascists), a pun on the 
French film classic Lift to the Scaffold. 
His advice is: pretend you are a 
territorial movement, a regional 
movement, a Catholic movement (like 
the Northern League does in Italy); 
concentrate on penetrating very small 
local administrations, the town halls; 
use good manners to avoid being 
classified as fascists or followers of the 
old; present yourself as a new movement 
while deep down you remain the same 
true fascists. 

Earlier he had spoken about the 
importance of spreading “symbols”. 
Brandishing the front cover of a 
magazine bearing the Celtic cross he 
explained, “These are the symbols of our 
tradition. Some people tell me that this 
is a fascist symbol, a nazi symbol. I don’t 
care. I say it’s not true.” He raised his 
arm in the Nazi salute to underline the 
point that deception is the name of 
the game. “We are a race of condottieri, 
not of servants”, he shouted, “and we 


~“™@ Searchlight | May 2009 | 34 


must remain the masters of our own 
soil”. Maitre chez nous (masters at home) 
is the slogan used by Nissa Rebela, 
whose leader, Philippe Vardon, received 
a four-month prison sentence in 
2007 for reconstituting an outlawed 
movement. 

One could dismiss Borghezio’s 
advice as old hat were it not that he is 
so close to the heart of the current 
Italian government, which includes the 
fascists of Gianfranco Fini’s National 
Alliance, now fully fused with the main 
party, People of Freedom. Moreover 
his seat in Strasbourg allows him to 
make international contacts while 
exploiting a degree of immunity that 
goes with the job. At the anti-Islam 
conference in Cologne last year, which 
ended as a flop because of protests, 
Borghezio was nevertheless able to say 
a few words precisely because he 
enjoyed a police escort. 

It is the same with Roberto Fiore, the 
other fascist MEP and leader of Forza 
Nuova, who, as reported in Searchlight last 
month, was able to march defiantly in 
paramilitary style at the head of 300 men 
through the town of Bergamo protected 
by his current position. Fiore gave 
another demonstration of his defiant 
stance at the meeting held in Milan last 
month titled “Our Europe; peoples and 
traditions against banks and big powers”, 
advertised as an attempt to present a 
common platform for the far right at the 
European election. 

Fiore played host to Bruno Gollnisch 
MEP of the French National Front 
(FN), Stratos Karanikolaou of the 
Greek-Cypriot Front Line  (Proti 
Grammi) and Simon Darby, deputy 
leader of the BNP. With nothing new to 
say to each other this was probably a 
double act by Fiore and Gollnisch to 
suggest a premature BNP-FN-FN 
fascist triad in the European 
Parliament, should the BNP win seats. 
An Italian fascist website got so carried 
away by the fact that Fiore and 
Gollnisch are MEPs that Darby too was 
given the title of MP. Onorevole Darby! 

There may indeed have been some 
use of symbols, as  Borghezio 
recommends, in the choice of Milan as a 
venue. This is the capital of fashion, the 


Northern League MEP Mario Borghezio 


seat of the Italian Stock Exchange and 
the birthplace of Musssolini’s fascio di 
combattimento in 1919. Following the 
cancellation of a public venue booking 
after protests by antifascists, the 
meeting was held in the plush 
surroundings of the Four Star Hotel dei 
Cavalieri (Hotel of the Knights). 

Fiore had some personal reasons to 
attract attention. He has a rival fascist 
party in the numerically stronger 
Fiamma Tricolore led by the negationist 
MEP Luca Romagnoli. This is the 
time to strike for an alliance. Being in 
a weaker position, Fiore wants to 
demonstrate that he is better placed 
to conduct the international agenda 
than Romagnoli. He probably sees his 
long-standing relationship with Griffin 
as a repeat performance of the 
Mussolini-Mosley alliance. The two 


_ met a couple of times and Mussolini 


provided financial assistance to Mosley. 
Fiore’s generosity may not go that far 
but he is, as he points out, the head of a 
multinational. Chivalrous acts can 
happen between “knights”. ~= 
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70 years ago Britain went to war to keep out the Nazis. 


= Seven decades later we could wake up on Friday 5 June to find we are 
sending Nazis back to Europe to represent us in the European Parliament. 


Wear our beacon of hope, celebrate the multicultural Britain we have 
become, help stop the nightmare happening. 


Available at just £14.99 from www.philosophyfoothall.com 
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Delivering HOPE 
inthe community 


The HOPE not hate campaign is organising key Days of 
Action across the country in May to maximise the anti-BNP 
vote in the European elections. 


So far we have over 70 events organised, with more to be 
announced shortly. 

For more details look at our website 
(www.hopenothate.org.uk). If there is no event organised in 
your local area why don’t you register an interest and we will 


provide you with the materials and names of other 
volunteers in your area. 
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